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FALL ARMYWORM…damage is once again being reported throughout the county.  Scouting wheat, 

rye, alfalfa, and cover crops is strongly encouraged.  

 

COMBINE FIRES…have been reported in several counties across Ohio.  Unfortunately, Ohio ranks 

fourth in the nation for combine fires. Other states leading the list include Minnesota (1st), Iowa 

(2nd), Illinois (3rd), Kansas (5th), Nebraska (6th) and South Dakota (7th).  This OSU Extension 

C.O.R.N. newsletter (https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2021-36/prevent-combine-

fires-during-fall-harvest) discusses the topic of combine fires.  A summary is provided below. 

 

 TIPS TO PREVENT COMBINE FIRES INCLUDE: 

• Have a daily maintenance plan during the harvest period. Keeping machinery well 

maintained plays a large role in preventing fires from these sources. Cleaning up spills, 

blowing off chaff, leaves, and other plant materials on a regular basis, proper lubrication of 

bearings/chains, and checking electrical connections should be part of the daily routine. 

Farmers may choose to do their daily maintenance in the morning while waiting for the dew to 

burn off the crops. However, performing maintenance at night will highlight any hot-spots or 

smoldering areas as the machine is cooling down. Removing chaff at the end of the day will 

reduce the amount of debris available to spark a fire. 

• Eliminate static electricity. A chain may also be mounted on the bottom of the machine to 

drag on the ground while in the field. This decreases the buildup of static electricity. 

 

 IF A FIRE BREAKS OUT, IT’S IMPORTANT TO HAVE AN EMERGENCY PLAN IN PLACE: 

• Call 911 or your local first responders at the first sign of a fire. Don’t wait to know if 

you can contain a fire yourself, rapid response is important to saving valuable equipment. 

Combine fires are often in remote locations where a specific address may not be available and 

access is limited. Emergency response times will be longer in these situations. 

• Have (2) ABC fire extinguishers mounted on the combine. A 10-pound ABC dry 

chemical fire extinguisher in the cab or near the ladder of the cab is quick access to protect 

the operator. A second extinguisher (20-pound ABC) is recommended to be mounted on the 

outside of combines where it is accessible from the ground. It’s possible that one unit will 

extinguish a small fire; having the second unit will help with any additional flare-ups. Don’t 

forget to check that the extinguishers are fully charged at the beginning of the season. Not 

having extinguishers ready when needed leads to a helpless feeling of watching one of your 

most expensive pieces of equipment go up in flames. 

• Have a water truck positioned by the field. Hot mufflers and catalytic converters from 

other vehicles driving in the field can pose a risk to the dry field fodder. Smoldering materials 
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may go by 15 to 30 minutes before being noticed. A small gust of wind could rapidly turn that 

smoldering into a fire. In extreme dry conditions, a water truck may help protect against field 

fires. Never use water on fires that are electrical or fuel-sourced.   

• Have an emergency plan in place and discuss it with the other workers or family 

members. Knowing what to do in the event of a fire emergency is important. Knowing the 

address to the field and how to contact fire departments directly instead of through the 911 

system are important safety conversations for the entire harvest crew. 

 

Don’t get caught thinking it can never happen on your farm.  Take preventative action and be 

prepared. 

 

DARK DUST CLOUDS…during harvest operations are not unusual, but some are reporting that the 

dust is thicker and darker than normally experienced.  One possible explanation for this could be the 

fact that leaves in several corn fields died prematurely because of mid- to late-season diseases such 

as tar spot, gray leaf spot, and particularly, northern corn leaf blight. These leaves were then 

exposed to wet, humid conditions which caused them to produce lots and lots of fungal spores. For 

instance, under wet conditions, northern corn leaf blight lesions produce large amounts of dark-

colored spore that are easily suspended in the air once the plants are disturbed by the combine. In 

addition, saprophytic fungi such as Alternaria, which also produce dark-colored spores, may also 

grow on dead plant tissue exposed to wet, humid late-season conditions, adding to the number of 

dark particles in the dust cloud during harvest.      

 

Respiratory Alert – Harvesting fields with dry, moldy leaves may expose farmers to dust. Dust in 

grain harvested from fields that were severely affected by foliar disease contain a mixture of tiny pieces of 

diseased leaves and fungal spores, all of which may cause irritation and allergic reactions. Breathing dust can 

have adverse effects on the human respiratory system. For field with ear rots, dust (pieces of moldy cobs and 

husks) may also be contaminated with mycotoxins. 

Wearing a disposable, 2-strap N95 mask (respirator) helps protect the worker from breathing in 

dusty, moldy and toxic substances. This type of personal protection equipment will filter out at least 

95% of the dust and mold in the air. The 1-strap mask does not have this level of protection and is 

basically worthless in agricultural environments. 

 

For additional information about respiratory protection, please see this OSU Extension C.O.R.N. 

newsletter: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2021-36/harvesting-corn-fields-

moldy-leaves-and-stubble.   

 

ALTERNATIVE ON-FARM GRAIN STORAGE…options are discussed in this OSU Extension C.O.R.N. 

newsletter: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2021-36/alternative-options-farm-

grain-storage.   

 

FARMER SENTIMENT DECLINED…in the September Ag Economy Barometer published by Purdue 

University.  Sentiment among agricultural producers weakened in September as the Ag Economy 

Barometer declined 14 points to a reading of 124. This is the weakest farmer sentiment reading since 
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July 2020 when the index stood at 118. Producers were less optimistic about both current and future 

conditions on their farms and the agricultural sector than they were a month earlier.  Selected 

highlights are provided below.  The entire report is available here: 

https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/ageconomybarometer/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/September-

2021-Ag-Economy-Barometer-1.pdf.   

 

 

 
 

Concerns about rising input costs rose sharply in September, contributing to the weakness in farmer 

sentiment. This month, just over one-third of respondents said they expect farm input prices to rise 

by more than 12% in the upcoming year, which is more than 6 times the average farm input inflation 

rate of the last decade. Moreover, inflation expectations were higher this month across the board. 

The percentage of respondents expecting input inflation to rise above 12% jumped from 21% last 

month to 34% this month, while responses to all of the lower inflation categories provided on the 

survey declined.  Notably, the percentage of producers expecting input inflation to rise above 12% 

has doubled since July. 
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The decline in farmer sentiment was reflected in a weaker Farm Capital Investment Index. The index 

declined 10 points to a reading of 43, which was the lowest value for the investment index since April 

2020. Moreover, the investment index is now down more than 50 percent since the beginning of the 

year. Farmers’ plans for machinery purchases were somewhat weaker than in August with just 8 

percent of respondents planning to increase purchases in the upcoming year, down from 10 percent 

last month. This month’s survey included a new question to capture the impact of supply chain 

challenges in the farm machinery industry on investment plans. Nearly half (45%) of respondents 

said that their farm machinery purchase plans have been impacted by low farm machinery 

inventories, which helps explain weak sentiment regarding whether or not now is a good time to 

make large investments in their farm operation. One bright spot was an improvement in farmers’ 

plans for new construction. New construction plans rose this month with 13 percent of respondents 

expecting to increase construction of grain bins and farm buildings compared to 8 percent expecting 

those purchases to rise on the August survey. 
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CASH RENT QUESTIONS…are being asked by farmers and landlords.  Ag Lease 101 

(https://aglease101.org/) is a product of the North Central Farm Management Extension Committee 

that provides detailed information about leasing and includes sample lease documents. 

 

The USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service collects cash rent data by county.  The table below 

summarizes average cash rent for selected counties as of October 2020. 

 

County Average Cash Rent/Acre 
(Cropland) 

Carroll $51 

Coshocton $97.50 

Guernsey $42 

Harrison $33.50 

Holmes $105 

Stark $90 

Tuscarawas $68 

https://aglease101.org/
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CROP PROGRESS…for the week ending October 17, as provided by Ohio National Agricultural 

Statistics Service (NASS). 

 

 
 


