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            June 3, 2021 

 
Dear Farm Manager, 
 
I hope you find this update to be of value.  Should you have any questions, please contact me at 
zoller.1@osu.edu or 330-339-2337 or 330-827-0249. 
 
 
THANK YOU…to the OSU Extension eFields Cooperating Farms for planting research plots in the last 
few weeks.  These plots will be monitored through harvest and results shared in the 2021 eFields 
Report.  For more information about eFields and to view previous reports, please see: 
https://digitalag.osu.edu/efields   
 
POTATO LEAFHOPPER…has arrived.  Growers should begin scouting their alfalfa fields now within 

the first two weeks after the first harvest. New spring seedings of alfalfa must be checked regularly, 

as they can be extremely damaged by relatively low numbers of PLH. Action thresholds can be 

exceeded very quickly in these slow-growing new stands.   

Additional information is available in this OSU Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter: 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/16-2021/potato-leafhoppers-have-arrived-alfalfa-

field-near-you and at these sites: 

• For a video with detail on damage, ID, and control options visit: 

https://forages.osu.edu/video/potato-leafhopper-identification-and-damage-alfalfa   

 

• Ohio State University Extension’s factsheet on potato leafhopper in alfalfa is at: 

https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-33  

 

• An excellent resource for other forage-related questions is the OSU Extension Forage Page at: 

https://forages.osu.edu/home  
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BEEF QUALITY ASSURANCE (BQA)…sessions are scheduled at Sugarcreek Stockyards for beef & 

dairy producers with a certification that expires in 2021.  Please RSVP to 330-339-2337 to let us know 

which session you will attend. 

• July 21 at 1pm 

• July 29 at 7pm 

• August 10 at 1pm 

• August 25 at 7pm 

 

KEEP AN EYE…on the beef bull.  Many producers with spring calving herds just turned out their 

bulls. In the May Off the Hoof, we reminded everyone to subject their herd bulls to a breeding 

soundness exam (BSE). A BSE is the best insurance we available to ensure we don’t turn out a bull 

that is infertile or incapable of breeding cows. However, the BSE does not indicate if the bull is willing 

to breed cows. I was reminded of this very recently in the herd that I used for the “I bought a farm” 

YouTube video series. To get these heifers bred, we synchronized them for AI and then turned out a 

mature bull that had passed a BSE. When I inseminated these heifers, the weather turned very poor 

(middle of December) and the estrus response rate in the heifers was low, so I wasn’t expecting high 

conception rates to AI. Just to get an idea of how well we did, I spent some time in the pasture 

watching for return heats. As I expected, several heifers had return heats but what really stuck out 

was the bull was NOT breeding them. Some of the heifers were jumping on the bull and he seemed 

disinterested. I was concerned about the bull and told the owner that he needed to consider finding 

another bull. I could not assure him the bull was not getting the job done as research has shown that 

mature bulls will only breed a female in heat 1-3 times even though she is in heat for as long as 12 

hours. This bull however showed absolutely no interest. For a variety of reasons, the owner decided 

to not get another bull. Pregnancy rates were only 61% in this group of heifers. The decision may 

have cost this producer significantly. 

Bottomline: keep an eye on your bull to make sure he is working. Multiple return heats indicate a bull 

that is not getting females pregnant. If possible, replace the lazy bull. It will cost some money to 

make a switch, but this cost is likely much lower than the cost of open females. 

(Source: OSU Extension Beef News: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/06/02/keep-an-eye-on-that-

bull/#more-10949)  

FERTILIZING HAY & PASTURE FIELDS…is important to maximize yield potential.  Fertilizer can 

be topdressed on hay or pastures at any time during the growing season, but right after the first 

cutting and early fall provide times when the soils are usually firm enough to support fertilizer 

spreading equipment and the nutrients are applied to actively growing plants when they are most 

needed.   

A recent soil test should be the guide for what nutrients to apply and how much. If nutrient 

deficiencies are suspect, then tissue tests can be helpful in diagnosis along with the soil test values. 

Where high rates of phosphorus and potassium are recommended, there is an advantage to splitting 

the application, with half applied now after the first harvest and the remainder applied in the fall. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/05/05/dont-forget-a-breeding-soundness-exam/
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The Ohio State University Extension has an Excel tool to help you determine the right rates to apply 

based on your soil test report. The OSU Fertility Recommendation Calculator and a user guide are 

available at https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-fertility-forages. 

Strategic applications of nitrogen might be needed on pure grass hay and pasture stands. Moderate 

amounts of nitrogen (30-50 pounds N/Acre) can be applied in June through early July after the first 

cutting or after the spring flush and reproductive stages of the cool-season grasses are over in 

pastures. This application will stimulate summer hay growth or pasture grass growth that can be 

stockpiled for use when pastures slow down later in the season. This application should be limited in 

acreage for pastures, based on how much grass growth is needed to carry the herd or flock. 

See this OSU Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter for additional information: 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/16-2021/fertilizing-hay-and-pastures  

 

LEGAL RULINGS…related to pesticides have been announced recently.  Peggy Hall, OSU Extension 

Field Specialist, Ag & Resource Law, provides the following: 

• Roundup award.  The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals dealt another loss to Monsanto (now 

Bayer) on May 14, 2021, when the court upheld a $25.3 million award against the company in 

Hardeman v. Monsanto.   The lower court’s decision awarded damages for personal injuries to 

plaintiff Edward Hardeman due to Monsanto’s knowledge and failure to warn him of the risk of 

non-Hodgkin lymphoma from Roundup exposure.  Monsanto argued unsuccessfully that the 

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) preempted the plaintiff’s claim that 

California’s Proposition 65 law required Monsanto to include a warning about Roundup’s 

carcinogenic risks on its label.  That requirement, according to Monsanto, conflicted with 

FIFRA because the EPA had determined via a letter that a cancer warning would be considered 

“false and misleading” under FIFRA. The Ninth Circuit disagreed that the EPA letter preempted 

the California requirements. 

The Court of Appeals also held that the trial court did not abuse its discretion in allowing the 

plaintiff’s expert testimony.  Monsanto had challenged testimony from a pathologist whom it 

alleged was not qualified to speak as an expert.  But the court agreed that the witness 

testimony met the standard that expert opinions be “reliably based” on epidemiological 

evidence. 

Monsanto also challenged the damages themselves.  The award in Hardeman included $20 

million in punitive damages that the district court reduced from $75 million originally awarded 

by the jury.  While $75 million seemed “grossly excessive,” the appellate court reasoned, $20 

million did not, especially considering Monsanto’s reprehensibility, because evidence of the 

carcinogenic risk of glyphosate was knowable by Monsanto. 

 

• Roundup settlement.  In a second Roundup case, a California district court last week 

rejected a motion to approve a $2 billion settlement by Monsanto (now Bayer) to a proposed 

class of users exposed to Roundup or diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma who have not 

https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-fertility-forages
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/16-2021/fertilizing-hay-and-pastures
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yet filed lawsuits.  The offer by Bayer in Ramirez, et al. v. Monsanto Co. included legal 

services, compensation, research and assistance with non-Hodgkin lymphoma diagnosis and 

treatment, and changes on the Roundup label advising users of a link to non-Hodgkin 

lymphoma, but would require class members to waive their right to sue for punitive damages 

if they contract non-Hodgkin lymphoma and stipulate to the opinion of a seven-member 

science panel about whether Roundup causes non-Hodgkin lymphoma.  

The judge determined that the settlement would accomplish a lot for Bayer by reducing its 

litigation and settlement exposure, but it would greatly diminish the future settlement value of 

claims and “would accomplish far less for the Roundup users who have not been diagnosed 

with NHL (non-Hodgkin lymphoma)—and not nearly as much as the attorneys pushing this 

deal contend.”   The court also determined that the benefits of the medical assistance and 

compensation components of the settlement, to last for four years, were greatly exaggerated 

and vastly overstated.  The proposed stipulation to a science panel also received the court’s 

criticism. “The reason Monsanto wants a science panel so badly is that the company has lost 

the “battle of the experts” in three trials,” the court stated.  Concluding that “mere tweaks 

cannot salvage the agreement,” the court denied the motion for preliminary approval and 

advised that a new motion would be required if the parties could reach a settlement that 

reasonably protects the interest of Roundup users not yet diagnosed with non-Hodgkin 

lymphoma. 

Bayer responded to the court’s rejection immediately with a “five-point plan to effectively 

address potential future Roundup claims.”  The plan includes a new website with scientific 

studies relevant to Roundup safety; engaging partners to discuss the future of glyphosate-

based producers in the U.S. lawn and garden market; alternative solutions for addressing 

Roundup claims including the possible use of an independent scientific advisory panel; 

reassessment of ongoing efforts to settle existing claims; and continuing current cases on 

appeal. 

 

 

OSU Extension Ag & Natural Resources Mission:  

Ohio State University Extension Agriculture and Natural Resources empowers Ohio’s 

agriculture and natural resources communities, provides outreach and education based 

on unbiased research, and cultivates relationships to strengthen the economic viability 

and quality of life for Ohioans. 
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CROP PROGRESS & CONDITION…as reported by Ohio NASS is summarized below: 

 

 

 


