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PROPER FERTILITY…is critical to the production of hay and haylage crops grown on more than 1 

million acres across Ohio.  In addition, there are over 1.3 million acres of pastureland on nearly 

39,000 farms (50% of all farms) in the state of Ohio (NASS, 2017). Fertilizer costs represent 40 to 

60% of the variable input costs of forage hay production (Ward et al., 2016, 2018), and so managing 

these costs is key to an Ohio forage producers’ ability to stay competitive. Furthermore, water quality 

issues in the state underscore the need for Ohio farmers to manage on-farm nutrients as efficiently 

as possible.  

 

To make better and up to date forage fertility recommendations, we want to hear back from 

producers as to what current practices are already implemented on farms across the state. 

Understanding current practices and limitations to forage fertility will guide us in determining the type 

and kind of related research to conduct in order to revise current recommendations. 

 

Please take this short voluntary survey regarding current forage fertility practices. This survey is part 

of a research effort conducted by The Ohio State University and should take 10 minutes or less to 

complete. Once again, your feedback is appreciated as we evaluate current forage fertility guidelines. 

Survey Link: https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4JcgVRSdXM16pmK 

 

Results from this survey in addition to forage fertility research will allow for revision of current 

recommendations for forage crops, grasses and legumes that follow guidelines already established in 

the Tri-State Fertility Guide. If you have any questions regarding the survey, contact Garth Ruff 

at ruff.72@osu.edu. 

(Source: OSU Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/21-

2021/forage-fertility-where-we-are-and-why-it-matters)  

 

YEW…is a common landscape plant that can be deadly to livestock.  Many plants have poisonous 

compounds that can cause all kinds of concerns, and even death, if consumed. Yew is right at or near 

the top of plants that cause livestock death. A disheartening scenario is when Yew trimmings are 

thrown over the fence by the livestock owner or neighbor thinking that the trimmings would make a 

great snack for the livestock. Fresh or dry trimmings, it doesn’t matter. The result will be the same – 

death. 

(Source: OSU Extension Beef newsletter: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/07/07/so-lush-so-green-and-

oh-so-poisonous/#more-11152)  
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GROWING SEASON WEATHER OUTLOOK…provided by Meteorologist Jim Noel, in this OSU Extension 

C.O.R.N. newsletter: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/21-2021/growing-season-

outlook  July will likely go down as a bit wetter than normal with temperatures slightly warmer than 

normal mostly due to overnight lows being higher. It does not appear we will see maximum 

temperatures above 95 much in July which is good news. Rainfall is normally 3-4 inches in July 

across the state and it looks like most places will be in the 2-5 inch range. Isolated higher totals are 

also possible. So even the locations with below normal rainfall should not be too dry. If anything we 

may battle the slightly wetter and more humid side of things. 

 

The remainder of the growing season trend looks to continue with slightly wetter and warmer than 

normal. You can see all the latest outlooks at the NOAA Climate Prediction Center located 

here:  https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif 

 

Harvest Outlook 

The autumn harvest outlook indicates the warmer than normal trend will persist with rainfall trending 

normal. 

 

La Nina 

It appears there could be another La Nina this winter into spring but we will know more in the next 

few months. We will keep you informed. Typically, La Nina has negative impacts on crops in Ohio so 

it is worth paying attention to. 

 

Rainfall Pattern Across the Corn and Soybean Region 

The pattern through mid to late July supports normal to above normal across much of the crop 

growing states with the exception of the far western areas of the Plains as shown on the graphic 

above. This would likely be supportive to crops overall. 

 

WESTERN BEAN CUTWORM…trap monitoring continues across Ohio. Traps monitored from June 28 – 

July 4 had a total of 55 adult moths (0.6 statewide average moths per trap; Figure 1). This is an 

overall increase from monitoring last week.   
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MANURE SCIENCE REVIEW…will be held Tuesday, August 10 from 10:00am to 3:00pm at MVP Dairy 

near Celina, Ohio. Attendees will see and hear about this state-of-the-art dairy’s 80-cow rotary 

milking parlor, manure handling and management for the 4,400-cow herd, and regenerative farming 

practices. 

 

Speakers will provide updates on the effectiveness of saturated buffers in reducing runoff in Grand 

Lake Saint Mary’s as well as issues of legacy phosphorus runoff and the KDS/Quick wash system for 

manure nutrient recovery. Field demonstrations will include solid and liquid applicators, the Cadman 

Side-dress System, Oxbo Equipment, in-season manure side-dress demos, and more. 

 

Continuing education credits have been approved for Certified Crop Advisors, Certified Livestock 

Managers and Indiana State Chemist certifications. Registration costs are $25 per person until August 

1st and $30 per person after that date. For program and registration details, click on the link 

at ocamm.osu.edu or contact Mary Wicks (wicks.14@osu.edu; 330.202.3533). 

(Source: OSU Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/21-

2021/manure-science-review-coming-august-10th)  

 

AG ECONOMY BAROMETER…is published by Purdue University.  The most recent report 

(https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/ageconomybarometer/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/June-

2021-Ag-Economy-Barometer.pdf) was released on July 6.  Responses are from 400 U.S. farmers 

surveyed the last week of June. 

 

For the second month in a row, the Ag Economy Barometer declined sharply, falling to a reading of 

137, which was 21 points below a month earlier, and the weakest ag producer sentiment reading 

since July 2020. Producers in June were less optimistic about both current conditions on their farming 

operations as well as their expectations for the future. 
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Since peaking in April, producers’ perception of their farms’ financial performance has fallen sharply. 

This month’s Farm Financial Performance Index, which is based on a question that asks producers 

about expectations for their farm’s financial performance this year compared to last year, declined 30 

points (24%) from a month earlier to a reading of 96. This was the index’s weakest reading since last 

July.  

 

Weakening perceptions of farm financial performance spilled over into the Farm Capital Investment 

Index which declined 11 points to a reading of 54, the lowest investment index reading since May 

2020. Weakness in the investment index appears to be driven more by plans to hold back on 

constructing new farm buildings and grain bins than farm machinery. The percentage of producers 

who said they’ve reduced plans for new construction rose to 61% from 58% in May and the 

percentage planning to increase new construction fell to just 9% vs. 14% a month earlier. This 

contrasts with results from a similar question regarding farm machinery purchases. The percentage 

of producers who plan to reduce their machinery purchases fell just 2 points to 44% while those 

planning to hold purchases constant rose to 45% from 40% with the percentage planning to increase 

purchases falling to 10% vs. 14% back in May. 

 

 
 

Summary 

 

The Ag Economy Barometer declined sharply for the second month in a row as producers’ perception 

of current conditions and future expectations for their farming operations declined. In June, farmers 

became noticeably more concerned that their farms’ financial performance will be weaker than a year 

earlier as the Farm Financial Performance Index fell 24% in just one month. Farmers expect their 

input costs to rise much more rapidly in the year ahead than they have over the last decade 

contributing to their concerns about their farm finances. Among corn and soybean producers nearly 

one-half expect to see farmland cash rental rates rise over the next year and among those who 
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expect rates to rise, there is an expectation that rates will rise sharply. Farms that normally hire non-

family labor reported more difficulty in hiring labor this year than in 2020 which also contributed to 

some producers’ anxiety. Finally, approximately 9% of all the farms in our survey reported that they 

have engaged in discussions with a company about leasing some of their farmland for a solar energy 

project while slightly less than 3% of all farms in the June survey said they have signed a solar lease 

for some of their farmland. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


