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August 4, 2022 
 

PASTURE WALK…will be held August 18 at 6:30pm at Grace Meadows Farm, 11773 
Turkey Flat Rd. SE, Uhrichsville.  Topics include contract grazing, winter grazing, 
fencing, and water supply.  Please RSVP no later than August 15 by calling 330-339-
2337. 

 
WARM WEATHER…looks to persist through harvest, according to this OSU Extension 
C.O.R.N. newsletter article: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-
25/warm-weather-persist-fall-harvest.  
 
After a drier June and wetter July, August is shaping up to be the tail of two months with 
the first half normal to slightly wetter than normal followed by drier for the second half of 
August. Temperatures are forecast to be above normal but nothing extreme (limited 
days at or above 95). Going toward the end of growing season and the start of harvest 
in September, it still looks warmer than normal with below normal rainfall. The warmer 
and potentially drier pattern will likely persist into October as well.  It would not be 
surprising if harvest season gets going in late September again this year. Early 
indications are the first frost and freezes will either be normal or later than normal much 
like 2021. Overall, much of the information indicates an August to October period not a 
lot different than last year thanks in part to our ocean patterns. In the short-term, rainfall 
in the attached graphic for the first half of August is projected to range from 1-3 inches. 
This means most places will be normal or slightly above except in those areas that only 
receive an inch. You can see a comprehensive seasonal outlook on the Ohio River 
Forecast Center website including autumn and winter anytime at: 
https://www.weather.gov/ohrfc/SeasonalBriefing 
 
FOLIAR DISEASES OF CORN SILAGE…are discussed in this OSU Extension Buckeye 
Dairy News article:  https://doodle.com/meeting/organize/id/dwjWxRRb.  
 
Corn planting this year happened over a two-month time frame, making pollination very 
spread out this year. Currently, the earlier planted corn is from full pollination to just 
beginning brown silk, while later planted corn is still vegetative. The ideal time to scout 
corn for fungal disease and for fungicide application is from tassel through pollination. 
Most fields we have scouted this year show low disease pressure. 
 
When fungal disease is present in corn silage at harvest, research shows a fungicide 
application at VT-R1 to control these fungal diseases reduced fiber concentration and 
improved nutritional value compared to the untreated control. Corn treated with 
fungicide had improved fermentation and more consistent dry matter values. When 
disease was severe, dry matter yield was also improved. When fungal disease infects 
corn, one of its natural responses to stop the spread of the disease is to increase lignin 
around the infected area which reduces digestibility. 
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2021 was the first-year tar spot was found in Ohio. While it is not a new disease to the 
mid-west, it is to Ohio. Even while working with multiple universities across the Midwest, 
we only have limited knowledge on its management and effects on corn silage. 
Currently, there are no confirmed outbreaks of tar spot in Ohio this year, but a few 
samples that look like tar spot have been submitted to the lab for diagnosis. Previous 
years have shown us that later planted corn may be at the greatest risk to losses from 
tar spot. One of the greatest risks to corn silage is from severe infection causing 
premature plant death. Tar spot reduces silage moisture, digestibility, and energy which 
can also lead to poor fermentation with lower silage moisture and plant sugars. Scouting 
for tar spot is critical and should be done weekly from tassel through R3.  Lesions will 
be small, black, raised spots appearing on both sides of the leaves, along with leaf 
sheaths and husks. Spots may be on green or brown dying tissue. Spots on green 
tissue may have tan or brown halos. If tar spot is found in fields, a fungicide application 
can help slow disease spread, but be cautious of the preharvest interval of the fungicide 
used with some being as long as 30 days and others as short as 7 days. With silage 
harvesting beginning around R4 growth stage, 50% milk line, the decision to use 
fungicide should be closely monitored. Another option is to make sure your harvesters 
are ready if the corn dies prematurely so that silage moisture is at least correct with tar 
spot killing plants in less than two weeks under ideal conditions. 
 
Other leaf diseases, such as gray leaf spot, northern corn leaf blight, common rust, and 
southern rust can also decrease digestibility and fermentation, just not as rapidly as tar 
spot. Gray leaf spot has gray to tan lesions developing between the veins and are 
distinctly rectangular with smooth, linear margins along the leaf veins. Lesions are slow 
to develop, needing 14 to 21 days and begin in the lower leaves. Northern corn leaf 
blight lesions typically have a tan color and are elliptical or cigar shaped with smooth 
rounded ends. Common rust is what we usually have in Ohio, but on occasion, southern 
rust may be present. Common rust is rarely of economic concern, but the development 
of southern rust can have economic yield impacts. The colors are different between the 
two; common rust is brownish to a cinnamon-brown while southern rust has a reddish 
orange appearance. Southern rust mostly develops on the top of the leaf and may be on 
the stems and husks, while common rust is on both sides of the leaves and generally 
only on the leaves. The last difference is in shape and distribution. Common rust 
pustules are large and oval to elongated with a scatted appearance over the leaf. 
Southern rust is small, circular, and evenly distributed over the leaf. Identifying the 
diseases present in your corn field can help you choose the best fungicide when they 
are needed. 
 
Each disease has slightly different environmental conditions that they thrive in, but 
these conditions can overlap or happen within days of each other. Gray leaf spot is 
favored by warm temperatures between 70 and 90°F and high relative humidity. 
Northern corn leaf blight also favors wet conditions but prefers cooler weather of 64 to 
80°F. Tar spot is a cool weather disease favoring temperatures from 59 to 70°F during 
humid conditions of 85% relative humidity or more, keeping leaves wet for greater than 
7 hours. Another cool weather disease is common rust, with optimal disease conditions 
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being temperatures of 61 to 77°F and 6 hours of leaf wetness.  Southern rust is more of 
a late season disease, preferring the warmer temperatures of 77 to 88°F. 
 
Maybe the biggest concern for dairy producers is mycotoxin contamination of corn 
silage and high moisture corn with many nutritionists encouraging levels below 1 ppm in 
corn utilized in the lactating cow ration. Fungicides may have the ability to reduce 
mycotoxin levels and improve silage digestibility. 
 
Deoxynivalenol (DON) is one of the primary vomitoxins in Ohio corn. It is caused by the 
fungus Fusarium graminearum and causes both Gibberella stalk rot and Gibberella ear 
rot, making it of concern for both the grain and forage quality. One study under low 
Gibberella disease pressure, revealed that in all cases but one, an application of 
fungicide at R1 reduced DON levels by at least 50%. The trial was then expanded the 
second year, which was a high disease pressure year with DON levels as high as 17.9 
ppm in one hybrid and 30.3 ppm in the other hybrid. Again, fungicide had little effect on 
these two brown midrib (BMR) hybrids yield or forage quality, but a few products did 
consistently lower DON levels.  A 2021 corn silage trial in Ohio showed a vomitoxin 
reduction from 3.1 ppm in the control to 0.5 ppm with Miravis Neo application.  
 
The products that consistently lowered DON levels contained a triazole as one of their 
active ingredients, with prothioconazole being the most common.  Three products that 
researchers across the country are seeing lower DON levels with when disease is 
present are Proline, Delaro, and Miravis Neo. The ideal application window from 
multiple studies has been R1, which is from the point when silks emerge until they 
become dry about 10 days later. This application is primary for Gibberlla ear rot, which 
infects the ears during pollination. This does create some logistical issues with 
application, requiring high clearance sprayers with drops for best results then over the 
top booms followed by an aerial application. 
 
AVOIDING PROBATE…isn’t as hard as you might think, as described in this OSU 
Extension Ag Law Blog: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-07282022-427pm/avoiding-
probate-%E2%80%93-not-hard-you-might-think.  
 
As anyone who has been an executor of an estate or has had to deal with an estate 
knows, the probate process can be slow, cumbersome, and expensive.  Fortunately, 
much probate, and sometimes all probate, can be avoided with some planning and 
diligence.  The following is a brief discussion on how to avoid probate with different 
types of assets. 
 
Real Estate 
Survivorship Deeds.  Ohio law allows co-owners of real property to pass their share of 
the property to the surviving co-owner(s) upon death through a survivorship deed, also 
referred to as a “joint tenancy with survivorship rights.”  This type of deed is common in 
a marital situation, where the spouses own equal shares in the property and each 
becomes the sole owner if the other spouse passes away first.  The property deed must 
contain language such as “joint with rights of survivorship”. 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-07282022-427pm/avoiding-probate-%E2%80%93-not-hard-you-might-think
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-07282022-427pm/avoiding-probate-%E2%80%93-not-hard-you-might-think
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Transfer on Death Affidavit. Another instrument for designating a transfer of real 
property upon an owner’s death is the “transfer on death designation affidavit.” This 
affidavit allows property to pass to one or more designated beneficiaries if the owner 
dies.  The process is simple, it requires the owner to complete an affidavit and file it with 
the recorder in the county where the land is located.  Upon the owner’s death, the 
beneficiary records another affidavit with the death certificate and the land is transferred 
without probate. 
 
Vehicles 
Ohio law also allows motor vehicles, boat, campers, and mobile homes to transfer 
outside of probate with a transfer on death designation made by completing and filing a 
Transfer on Death Beneficiary Designation form at the county clerk of courts title 
office.  There is a special rule for automobiles owned by a deceased spouse that did not 
include a transfer on death designation. Upon the death of a married person who owned 
at least one automobile at the time of death, the surviving spouse may transfer an 
unlimited number of automobiles valued up to $65,000 and one boat and one outboard 
motor by taking a death certificate to the title office. 
 
Payable on Death Accounts 
All personal financial accounts, including life insurance, can include payable on death 
beneficiaries.  The beneficiaries are added by using forms provided by the financial 
institution.  Upon the death of the owner, the beneficiary completes a death notification 
form and submits to the financial institution with a death certificate.  The beneficiaries 
are then provided the funds held by the account. 
 
Business Entities 
The many advantages of using business entities are well known but avoiding probate is 
an often-overlooked attribute of business entities.  Ohio law allows business entity 
ownership to be transferred outside of probate by making a transfer on death 
designation.  This is most commonly done with ownership certificates or within the 
operating agreement.  Upon the death of the owner, the ownership is transferred to the 
designated beneficiary with a simple transfer business document.   
 
Non-Titled Assets 
Farms have many untitled assets such as machinery, equipment, livestock, crops, and 
grain.  These assets can be made non-probate, but it will require either a trust or a 
business entity.  For example, machinery can be transferred to an LLC.  Then, the LLC 
ownership is made transfer on death to a beneficiary. 
 
Ohio law allows probate to be avoided relatively easily.  Estates worth many millions of 
dollars can avoid probate and make the administration easy.  However, the owner of the 
asset must take the time and make the effort to change the title or add a 
beneficiary.  An attorney familiar with estate planning can assist with making sure all 
assets are titled to avoid probate.  The executor and the heirs of the estate will 
appreciate having little or no probate to deal with. 
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CORN SILAGE HARVEST SAFETY…should be priority one, as discussed in this OSU 
Extension Buckeye Dairy News article: https://dairy.osu.edu/newsletter/buckeye-dairy-
news/volume-24-issue-4/corn-silage-harvest-safety-should-be-priority-one.  
 
Corn silage harvest is a busy time of year, with the quality of corn silage determining 
your ability to produce milk for the next year. During this busy time of year, safety is 
critical with equipment moving all over the farm and harvest causing many long days 
and short nights.   
 
Hazards of Silo/Bag/Bunker Gases 
While silo gases are the most dangerous, these same gases are trapped in closed bags 
and bunkers during fermentation. These deadly gases, nitrogen dioxide and carbon 
dioxide, are a natural result of ensiling. Nitrogen dioxide is heavier than air and may be 
seen as a reddish to yellowish-brown haze. Since it is heavier than air, it can be found 
near the base of a recently filled silo. It has a bleach-like smell, and you will experience 
a burning sensation in your nose, throat, and chest. Instant death may result from 
nitrogen dioxide inhalation. 
Carbon dioxide fills the headspace of the silo, replacing the air. Exposure to these two 
gases happens most often in the first three weeks after the silo is filled. Tower silos and 
areas around stored silage should be treated as confined spaces. Due to this risk of 
exposure, it is suggested that you stay out of the silo for the first three weeks, unless 
wearing a self-contained breathing apparatus. 
 
Besides holding deadly gases, silos can also become the sites of fires and explosions. 
Silo fires often result from ensiling feeds too low in moisture, usually below 45% 
moisture. The heating of the materials in combination with air leaks in the silo structure 
can allow a fire to start anywhere within the structure and to continue burning for long 
periods of time. Once a fire starts, it is very difficult to control or stop. 
 
Safety Around Machinery 
During silage harvest, there are risks of mechanical injuries around equipment, falls, 
roadway accidents, and crushing. To help prevent these injuries, be sure all shields and 
guards are always in place on equipment. Repairing a broken shield is as critical as 
replacing a broken chain. While you can have the best of intentions to not get caught in 
moving parts, all it takes is one slip or trip for major injuries to occur. Also be sure PTO 
shields are in place on silage wagons; the operations levers are only inches away from 
that shaft. Silage harvesters have many fast-moving unguarded parts around the head 
and the velocity of the silage leaving the chopper alone can cause injury. Make sure the 
machine is turned off when leaving the seat and that all moving parts have stopped 
before beginning repairs. Also, never allow anyone else near the chopper while it is 
running. 
 
Be very cautious of falls. These can happen when climbing a silo, covering a bunker, or 
repairing a piece of equipment. Use ladders when climbing and look for ways to use a 
safety harness when over 6 feet in the air. In other industries, the Occupational Safety 

https://dairy.osu.edu/newsletter/buckeye-dairy-news/volume-24-issue-4/corn-silage-harvest-safety-should-be-priority-one
https://dairy.osu.edu/newsletter/buckeye-dairy-news/volume-24-issue-4/corn-silage-harvest-safety-should-be-priority-one
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and Health Administration (OSHA) requires fall protection practices to be implemented 
when working over 6 feet in the air. 
 
Often during harvest, silage is hauled down the road. Now is the time to inspect lights 
and turn signals on tractors, trucks, trailers, and wagons. Also be sure any slow-moving 
vehicle (SMV) is equipped with a highly reflective SMV sign. During harvest, be sure to 
wash SMV signs and lights so that they can easily be seen. Also make window and 
mirror washing on all equipment a daily requirement. If tractors do not have a left-hand 
mirror, look for a way to add one so that you can easily check for motorists that may be 
passing you while you are trying to turn left. 
 
With all the additional moving equipment around the farm, be cautious of people walking 
around moving equipment. First be sure everyone is aware of the additional equipment 
moving around the farm. If backup beepers have been turned off or disabled in any way, 
now is the time to turn them back on or repair them. While they are loud and annoying, 
they do save lives. One additional safety strategy is to have everyone wear bright colors 
so that they can be easily seen, especially if working after dusk. The addition of 
reflective vests improves visibility. 
 
Rollover Safety 
Tractor rollover is a concern when packing silage piles and bunkers. According to the 
National Ag Safety Database, tractor overturns account for an average of 130 deaths 
per year in the U.S., with 80% of overturns occurring by experienced operators and one 
in 10 operators will overturn a tractor in their lifetime. 
A properly sized tractor must be equipped with a rollover protective structure and a seat 
belt. Rollover protective structures became available in the mid-1960s. These structures 
were not available for all new tractors until the mid-1970s. They were not standard 
equipment on new tractors until 1985. But these structures and seat belts are 99.9% 
effective in preventing deaths due to tractor overturns. 
 
Summary 
Silage harvest is a busy time and brings with it potential hazards that can cause injury 
or death.  We encourage you to take the time now to inspect equipment, make needed 
repairs or adjustments, and use extreme caution.  
Additional resources are available from the Ohio State University Extension Ag Safety 
and Health Program at: https://agsafety.osu.edu/.  
 
FARM CUSTOM RATES…published by OSU Extension are now available.  Farming is 
a complex business, and many Ohio farmers utilize outside assistance for specific farm-
related work. This option is appealing for tasks requiring specialized equipment or 
technical expertise. Often, having someone else with specialized tools perform tasks is 
more cost effective and saves time.   
 
For a copy of the most recent Ohio Farm Custom Rates, please click here: 
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs.  
 

https://agsafety.osu.edu/
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs
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FERTILIZING PRENNIAL FORAGES ON DAIRY FARMS…is the topic of this article 
from the OSU Extension Buckeye Dairy News: 
https://dairy.osu.edu/newsletter/buckeye-dairy-news/volume-24-issue-4/fertilizing-
perennial-forages-dairy-farms.  
 
Early fall is one of the best times to topdress maintenance fertilizer on perennial 
forages. Soils are usually firm in September, and autumn topdressing provides needed 
nutrients for good winter survival of the forage stand and vigorous regrowth the 
following spring. Remember that hay crops will remove about 50 lb of K2O and 12 lb of 
P2O5 per ton of dry hay harvested. Adequate amounts of soil P and K are important for 
the productivity and persistence of forage stands. However, nutrient over-application 
harms the environment and can harm animals fed those forages. 
 
A recent soil test should always guide what nutrients to apply and how much. If nutrient 
deficiencies are suspected, then tissue tests combined with the soil test values can be 
helpful in the diagnosis of nutrient issues. When recommendations call for high rates of 
phosphorus and potassium, there is an advantage to splitting the application, with half 
applied this autumn and the remainder applied next spring after the first cutting when 
soils are firm. 
 
Ohio State University Extension has an Excel tool to help you determine the right rates 
to apply based on your soil test report. The OSU Fertility Recommendation Calculator 
and a user guide are available at https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-
fertility-forages. We highly recommend using this tool to check any fertilizer 
recommendations you receive, as we have seen some fertilizer recommendations that 
are too high. 
 
It is crucial not to over apply P and K. Many dairy farms have high levels of soil P, 
making the expense of fertilizer P unnecessary. When soil test P exceeds the 
agronomic level of 50 ppm, there is increased potential of P losses into streams and 
lakes. Applying too much K will result in luxury consumption by the forage plants, 
leading to excessive levels of K in the forage that can cause animal health problems. 
 

FARM SCIEINCE REVIEW…celebrates its 60th this year!  Ohio State’s Farm Science 

Review plans to highlight its decades of providing valuable information to farmers and 

producers, while focusing on continuing to educate for the future. 

The premier agricultural education and industry exposition is set for Sept. 20–22 at the 

Molly Caren Agricultural Center, 135 State Route 38, near London. Hosted by CFAES, 

the 60th FSR will focus on “Embracing Time and Change.” 

More than 100,000 people are expected to attend the event, which will feature more 

than 100 educational sessions including “Ask the Expert” talks, the most comprehensive 

https://dairy.osu.edu/newsletter/buckeye-dairy-news/volume-24-issue-4/fertilizing-perennial-forages-dairy-farms
https://dairy.osu.edu/newsletter/buckeye-dairy-news/volume-24-issue-4/fertilizing-perennial-forages-dairy-farms
https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-fertility-forages
https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-fertility-forages
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field crop demonstrations in the United States, 600 exhibits, a career exploration fair, 

and immersive virtual reality videos of agricultural activities.  

Visitors will also be able to see farming equipment from the 1960s to highlight all the 
advances that are available in farming today. 
 
Pre-sale tickets will be available at the Extension office.  For additional information 
about the Farm Science Review, please visit: https://fsr.osu.edu/.  
 
AGRICULTURAL CARBON MARKET…questions continue.  If you are interested in 
additional information about this topic, I encourage you to visit: 
https://kx.osu.edu/topic/carbon-markets.  A variety of OSU Extension resources and 
publications about this topic are available at this site. 
 
OHIO CROP PROGRESS…for the week ending July 31 is presented below.  Data is 
provided by the Ohio Agricultural Statistics Service. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fsr.osu.edu/
https://kx.osu.edu/topic/carbon-markets
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WESTERN BEAN CUTWORM…monitoring by OSU Extension is continuing across 
Ohio.  The latest map is provided below: 

 
ASSESSING SOYBEAN ROOTS…for soybean cyst nematode (SCN) is the topic of this 
OSU Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter article: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-
newsletter/2022-25/active-soybean-cyst-nematode-management-scn-root-check.  
 
Soybean cyst nematode is silently gaining territory in Ohio and SCN numbers are rising. 
While soybean fields infested with SCN may not show above ground symptoms or look 
sick, the presence of SCN females attached to soybean roots can be detected six to 
eight weeks after planting. We encourage Ohio soybean growers to actively manage 
SCN by checking roots for the presence of SCN. If you do not know if you have SCN in 
your field, you can dig out roots (walk your fields with a shovel and dig out plants every 
30 to 50 paces), gently remove the soil without breaking the roots (a bucket with water 
may help separate soil from roots), and check for the presence of SCN females on the 
roots (Fig.1). The SCN females attached to roots are initially white to cream, turning 
yellow and eventually brown in color. SCN females are significantly smaller than 
nitrogen-fixing nodule (Fig. 1). The SCN females will eventually fill up with over 200 
eggs and become the cyst that will protect and allow the eggs to survive for several 
years in infested fields. We encourage growers, agronomists, and crop consultants 
to check soybean roots for SCN throughout August and September.    

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-25/active-soybean-cyst-nematode-management-scn-root-check
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-25/active-soybean-cyst-nematode-management-scn-root-check
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2021-37/take-test-beat-pest
https://www.thescncoalition.com/news/2022/07/11/encouraging-farmers-check-roots-scn/
https://www.thescncoalition.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Why-Test-Your-Fields-for-SCN-Resource.pdf
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Figure 1. Soybean roots infested with SCN. Note the significantly smaller lemon-shape 
SCN female (red circle) attached to roots compared to larger nitrogen-fixing nodules 
(yellow circle). 
 
Actively managing SCN begins by knowing if you have the problem. Watch this 
video to learn how to check roots for the presence of SCN females. If you find out that 
you have SCN in your field, a soil sample in the fall will help to know your SCN numbers 
and define the most adequate SCN management strategies. If you already have SCN in 
your field and you are planting SCN resistant varieties, checking root systems for SCN 
can be a way to assess the performance of this management or to identify whether the 
SCN population in your field is adapting and reproducing on a specific source of SCN 
resistance (shift in virulence). 
 
Keeping SCN levels low is easier than bringing high numbers below damage threshold. 
With support from the Ohio Soybean Council and The SCN Coalition we will continue to 
process up to TWO soil samples, per grower, to be tested for SCN, free of charge. 
Don’t forget to share pictures of your #SCNRootCheck on social media by tagging 
@TheSCNCoalition on Twitter and Facebook and @Ohiosoycouncil on Twitter and 
@ohiosoybeancouncil on Facebook. 
 
CATTLE INVENTORY CONTINUES TO DECREASE…as discussed in this OSU 
Extension Beef newsletter article: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/03/mid-year-cattle-
report-continues-to-show-decreasing-cattle-inventory/#more-13114.  
 
In late July, USDA-NASS released their mid-year estimates of US cattle inventory. As 
expected, the report showed lower inventory across most all cattle types. All cattle and 
calves were estimated to be down by just under 2%, while beef cow inventory was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2x1HHNw4R1k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2x1HHNw4R1k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.soyohio.org/
https://www.thescncoalition.com/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/03/mid-year-cattle-report-continues-to-show-decreasing-cattle-inventory/#more-13114
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/03/mid-year-cattle-report-continues-to-show-decreasing-cattle-inventory/#more-13114


 
 

  
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele  

on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.  
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY 
tuscarawas.osu.edu 

estimated down by 2.4%. This is very consistent with beef cow slaughter volumes, 
which have been running 14% higher than 2021. In nominal terms, 252 thousand more 
beef cows have been harvested through the first week of July this year than last year. 
Much of this has been due to dry conditions in significant parts of cattle country, but 
high production costs and strong cull cow prices have also been factors. 
 
Heifer retention estimates also paint a picture of a cowherd that is shrinking in size. I 
always like to review the heifer development number, which was estimated to be down 
by roughly 3.5%. Figure 1 expresses this number as a percent of beef cow inventory 
each year, which is my preferred way to think about it. The blue line tracks this for each 
mid-year report back to 1973, while the black line is simply the average from all those 
years. There was no estimate in 2016, which is why the gap exists. In general, 
expansion occurs when heifer retention exceeds the long run average, while contraction 
occurs when heifer retention is below the long run average. Note that retention has 
been about 1% below the long run average for the last four years. 
 

 
 

One number from the report that looks strange at first glance is the cattle on feed 
estimate, which was flat from last year. Since calf crops have been getting smaller since 
2018, one would expect on feed inventories to follow suit. However, consistent with 
decreases in heifer retention, more females are being placed on feed. Plus, dry weather 
in much of the country has pushed cattle into feedlots sooner than would have normally 
been expected. As we continue to see decreases in cattle inventory, these cattle on 
feed numbers are not sustainable and beef production levels will drop. 
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Since most cow-calf operations calve in the spring, most culling occurs in the fall, after 
spring-born calves are weaned. For that reason, the January inventory report tends to 
be a better measure of the size of the US cowherd. But there is no doubt that 2022 is 
going to be another year of contraction for the US beef cow herd. The combination high 
culling levels and decreased heifer retention are likely to result in something like a 3% 
reduction in the size of the US cow herd by January 2023. Weather patterns, and prices 
for calves and cull cows this fall, will ultimately determine how many more cows leave 
the herd between now and the end of the year. A full summary of the July 1, 2022, 
inventory report can be seen in Table 1 below. 
 

 
 
MAKING THE SWITCH TO 988…for the National Suicide Prevention Hotline is 
discussed in this OSU Extension Rural & Farm Stress article: 
https://u.osu.edu/farmstress/2022/07/29/making-the-switch-to-988/.  
 
The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline has been in existence since 2005. The Lifeline 
has been an invaluable resource for people to use in a suicide crisis situation, and now 
a new initiative has made it even easier for people to connect with trained counselors in 
times of distress. Anyone in the United States can now call or text 988 to reach the 
Lifeline when they are in a state of emotional distress, having thoughts of suicide, 
having thoughts of harming others, or having substance use concerns. 

https://u.osu.edu/farmstress/2022/07/29/making-the-switch-to-988/
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In addition to the new, easy-to-remember number, the Lifeline has expanded the 
services it offers. Traditionally, the Lifeline primarily focused on supporting individuals 
experiencing a suicide crisis situation. It now also offers support for someone who 
would like to talk through the distress they are experiencing related to anxiety, 
depression, or substance use. 
 
Just as when people called the Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 (which will continue to remain 
in service), a person who calls or texts 988 will be linked to a trained professional such 
as a counselor, therapist, or social worker for support. These counselors are trained to 
reduce the stress of the challenge or crisis, provide emotional support, and link the 
caller to services in their local area for additional assistance. Research has shown that 
most calls to the Lifeline can be managed or resolved over the phone. 
 
Help us break down the stigma of receiving support by promoting 988! There is no 
shame in seeking out support. 
 
The switch to the new 988 number has been a work in progress for several years, and it 
will take some time to spread the word within our communities. You can help spread the 
word today by sharing this information on your personal or professional social media 
pages, or by visiting https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/988/partner-toolkit to find 
resources that can be shared at locations throughout your community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/988/partner-toolkit
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August 11, 2022 
 

PASTURE WALK…will be held August 18 at 6:30pm at Grace Meadows Farm, 11773 
Turkey Flat Rd. SE, Uhrichsville.  Topics include contract grazing, winter grazing, 
fencing, and water supply.  Please RSVP no later than August 15 by calling 330-339-
2337. 
 
WESTERN BEAN CUTWORM… numbers continue to decrease over the past week, 
with a total average of 0.86 moths across the state. This decline suggests we are past 
peak WBC season as no counties reported being above threshold (an average of 7 or 
more moths for the week) recommended for scouting (Figure 1). With this decrease, 
many counties will be replacing WBC monitoring with FAW as more counties set up 
FAW traps this week. 
 
Western Bean Cutworm Map 
August 1-7, 2022 

 
 
 

COLLEGE of FOOD, AGRICULTRUAL, and ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 
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PLANNING FOR FALL FERTILIZATION …of perennial forages is discussed in this 
OSU Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-
newsletter/2022-26/plan-now-fall-fertilization-perennial-forages.  
 
Early fall is one of the best times to topdress maintenance fertilizer on perennial 
forages. Soils are usually firm in September, and autumn topdressing provides needed 
nutrients for good winter survival of the forage stand and vigorous regrowth the 
following spring. Now is a great time to begin preparations and acquiring fertilizer 
supplies so timely fall applications can be made. 
 
Remember that hay crops will remove about 50 lbs of K2O and 12 lbs of P2O5 per ton of 
dry hay harvested. Adequate amounts of soil P and K are important for the productivity 
and persistence of forage stands. But nutrient over-application harms the environment 
and can harm animals fed those forages. A recent soil test should always guide what 
nutrients to apply and how much. If a recent soil test has not been made, now is a great 
time to do it. If nutrient deficiencies are suspected, then tissue tests combined with the 
soil test values can be helpful in the diagnosis of nutrient issues. 
 
When recommendations call for high rates of phosphorus and potassium, there is an 
advantage to splitting the application, with half applied this autumn and the remainder 
applied next year after the first cutting when soils are firm. 
 
Ohio State University Extension has an Excel tool to help you determine the right rates 
to apply based on your soil test report. The OSU Fertility Recommendation Calculator 
and a user guide are available at https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-
fertility-forages. We highly recommend using this tool to check any fertilizer 
recommendations you receive, as we have seen some fertilizer recommendations that 
are too high. 
 
It is crucial not to over apply P and K. For example, many dairies have high levels of soil 
P, making the expense of fertilizer P unnecessary. When soil test P exceeds the 
agronomic level of 50 PPM, there is increased potential of P losses into streams and 
lakes. Applying too much K will result in luxury consumption by the forage plants, 
leading to excessive levels of K in the forage that can cause animal health problems. 
Judicious amounts of fertilizer are good for the wallet and our environment. 
 
FED CATTLE INSURANCE…is discussed in this OSU Extension Beef newsletter: 
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/10/fed-cattle-insurance/#more-13172.  
 
Price insurance for fed cattle has been available in various forms and offered in multiple 
states for twenty years. Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) insurance is currently available 
for fed and feeder cattle. Historically there was little incentive to use LRP compared to 
buying put options on live cattle. In contrast, demand for LRP for feeder cattle has been 
more robust through time as it is more suited for covering calves and lot sizes that do 
not always match the contract specifications of a feeder cattle futures contract. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-26/plan-now-fall-fertilization-perennial-forages
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-26/plan-now-fall-fertilization-perennial-forages
https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-fertility-forages
https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-fertility-forages
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/10/fed-cattle-insurance/#more-13172
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An increase in the LRP premium subsidy has resulted in an increased number of fed 
and feeder cattle covered. Commodity years for LRP run from July through June. Thus, 
the 2022 year recently ended on June 30, 2022. The premium subsidy on LRP was only 
13% until the commodity year 2020, when it increased to 20-35%, depending on the 
coverage level. The increase seemed to make little difference in usage. For the 2021 
year, the subsidy increased twice and now ranges from 35-55% of the total premium. As 
a result, demand for LRP increased dramatically. 
 
After some interest in the 2004 insurance year, the number of head covered using the 
fed cattle endorsement stayed below 30,000 of the more than 25 million head of steers 
and heifers slaughtered annually. In 2021 the volume of fed cattle covered was 180,660 
head, breaking the level observed in 2004. Then, in 2022 there were 594,622 head of 
fed cattle covered. The volume of feeder cattle covered exceeded 2.0 million head in 
2022. Texas, Nebraska, and Kansas are the top three feedlot states by volume. LRP on 
fed cattle was used often in Nebraska, Iowa, and Texas during 2022 relative to the total 
number of cattle on feed. The use of LRP in Nebraska and Iowa seems reasonable 
because of the time it has been available there and the presence of farmer-feeders and 
smaller feedlots. 
 
One could be optimistic about an increased number of fed cattle covered by LRP in 
2023 and beyond. However, a drawback to buying insurance is the one-sided nature of 
the outcomes. During the past couple of years, the prices for fed cattle have trended 
higher, resulting in infrequent payouts for insurance and low loss ratios. If feedlot 
operators do not see the payoff from buying the coverage, they may forgo coverage in 
the future. Anecdotally, this seems to have happened with feeder cattle coverage, 
where producers seem to forgo insurance after a year with LRP and higher prices. A 
significant difference between endorsement types is that a feedlot will likely look at 
coverage multiple times during the year for fed cattle. This difference would result in 
different start and end dates for coverage and increase the likelihood of collecting on 
the coverage over time. Thus, if a feedlot consistently bought the same level of 
coverage at multiple times, LRP would pay out consistently, allowing the feedlot to 
benefit from the subsidy and avoid large downward swings in fed cattle prices. 
 
RESOURCES TO HELP YOU PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF YOUR FARM…are 
discussed in this OSU Extension Ag Law Blog: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-
08082022-922pm/our-new-resources-can-help-you-plan-future-your-farm.  
 
Farming takes planning.  A lot of planning.  Whether for next year’s crop, expanding a 
herd, buying land, constructing buildings, starting a new venture, or upgrading 
equipment, farmers are nearly always engaged in planning for how to keep the farm on 
track.  But farm transition and estate planning—that is, planning for what happens to a 
farm business and its family from one generation to the next—is a whole different kind 
of planning.  And it’s one type of planning farmers often avoid. 
 
Farm transition and estate planning can be challenging and uncomfortable, perhaps 
because it involves dealing with death, uncertainty, and difficult family decisions.  But 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-08082022-922pm/our-new-resources-can-help-you-plan-future-your-farm
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-08082022-922pm/our-new-resources-can-help-you-plan-future-your-farm
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like planning for the next year of production, farm transition and estate planning is 
critical to a farm’s success.  With good planning, a farm family can protect farm assets, 
implement family and business goals, and ensure a smooth transition of a viable 
operation to the next generation.  It’s the kind of planning that can pay off big. That's 
why we've written the Planning for the Future of Your Farm law bulletin series, a 
resource that explains the legal tools and strategies that can address a family’s goals.  
 
The ten-part series of bulletins in Planning for the Future of Your Farm includes: 

1. Farm Transition Planning: What it is and What to Expect.  The concept of 
farm transition planning, common terms, what farmers can expect from the 
transition planning process, and how to prepare for it. 

2. The Financial Power of Attorney.  A Financial Power of Attorney authorizes 
someone to make financial decisions for another.  We explain the different types 
and how they can help a farm business. 

3. The Health Care Power of Attorney and Advance Directives.  Medical and 
end-of-life plans can ease decision making uncertainties for families.  This 
bulletin explains the Health Care Power of Attorney, Living Wills, Donor 
Registries, and Funeral Directives. 

4. Wills and Will-based Plans.  A will is a commonly known tool for distributing 
property.  This bulletin explains different types of wills and how they can be used 
in a farm transition plan. 

5. Legal Tools for Avoiding Probate.  We review legal tools that transfer assets 
upon death and avoid probate, including beneficiary designations, payable on 
death accounts, transfer on death designations, and survivorship deeds. 

6. Gifting Assets Prior to Death.  Gifting is one way to transfer assets to the next 
generation.  In this bulletin, we discuss how gifting works and when it can be 
advantageous to incorporate gifting into a transition plan. 

7. Using Trusts in Farm Transition Planning.  Trusts are popular tools in farm 
transition planning.  In this bulletin, we explain how trusts function and highlight 
how they can meet family and farm planning needs. 

8. Using Business Entities in Farm Transition Planning.  Many farms have 
business entities for liability or tax purposes, but business entities can also 
enable transition of a business to the next generation.  We explain how in this 
law bulletin. 

9. Strategies for Treating Heirs Equitably.  Whether heirs should inherit assets 
equally or equitably is a challenging dilemma for parents.  We present strategies 
for equitable distributions of assets in this bulletin. 

10. Strategies for Transferring Equipment and Livestock.  Equipment and 
livestock can be more difficult to transfer than other assets.  In this bulletin, we 
review special considerations and strategies that can help minimize the 
challenges of these transfers. 

 
Find the entire set of bulletins on the Farm Office website law library 
at go.osu.edu/farmplanning.  We also cover these topics in our popular Planning for 
the Future of Your Farm Workshop, offered online and in person each winter.   

http://go.osu.edu/farmplanning
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The next online workshop will begin January 23, 2023--check our Events Page at 
farmoffice.osu.edu for workshop registration details.  Reading our new bulletins and 
attending our workshop are two first steps that can help you plan for the future of your 
farm. 
 
SCO & ECO INSURANCE…use is discussed in this University of Illinois Farmdoc 
newsletter article: https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/sco-and-eco-insurance-
program-use.html.  
 
Since 2014, supplemental area plans of insurance have been introduced into the 
Federal crop insurance program.  These supplemental area plans – the Supplemental 
and Enhanced Coverage Options (SCO and ECO) – can be used to provide area-based 
protection for a portion of the deductible range associated with the farmer’s underlying 
individual plan of insurance.  Today’s article looks at the historical use to date of these 
products for a set of selected major crops (corn, soybeans, wheat, cotton, sorghum, 
rice, and peanuts). Use has shown signs of an upward trend in total covered acres, with 
5% of potentially eligible acreage using SCO and 3% using ECO in 2021.  However, the 
relative use of the plans varies widely with some counties having a much more 
significant share of acreage carrying some form of supplemental coverage. 
 
Background 
SCO was introduced as part of the 2014 Farm Bill and made available to producers 
starting in the 2015 insurance year.  ECO was developed privately and approved under 
section 508(h) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act, and made available for the first time 
for 31 crops in the 2021 insurance year. Both programs can expand to additional crops 
and areas based on experience and farmer demand over time. 
 
Both SCO and ECO require an underlying individual policy through the yield protection 
(YP), revenue protection (RP), or revenue protection with the harvest price exclusion 
(RP-HPE) plans of insurance.  Both supplemental plans offer county-based coverage 
that mimics the type of coverage of the underlying individual plan (i.e. county yield 
coverage when used with YP, county revenue coverage when used with RP or RP-
HPE. 
 
SCO has an 86% trigger and covers the range down to the farmer’s individual coverage 
level (i.e. 86% down to 75% if used with 75% RP). ECO provides 90% and 95% 
coverage triggers that both extend down to 86%.  SCO eligibility is tied to commodity 
program choice in that only acres enrolled in PLC are eligible for SCO (acres in the 
county or individual ARC programs are ineligible), while ECO can be used regardless of 
commodity program choice. 
 
Premiums for SCO are subsidized at a 65% rate, while the subsidy rates for ECO are 
51% (yield coverage) or 44% (revenue coverage). Both supplemental programs can be 
used together with an underlying individual policy, or either one can be used on their 
own with the individual plan. Further details on the SCO and ECO programs can be 
found in daily articles from February 27, 2014, April 24, 2014, and November 24, 2020. 

http://farmoffice.osu.edu/events
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/sco-and-eco-insurance-program-use.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/sco-and-eco-insurance-program-use.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2014/02/2014-farm-bill-the-supplementa.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2014/04/further-discussion-of-sco.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2020/11/the-new-enhanced-coverage-option-eco-crop-insurance-program.html
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Use of SCO and ECO since 2015 
Figure 1 shows the number of acres insured with SCO from 2015 to 2022, and with 
ECO for 2021 and 2022. SCO was initially used on 4 million acres in 2015 and then 
steadily declined to less than 2 million acres in 2018.  Use then jumped to just over 6 
million acres in 2019, increased to nearly 8 million acres in 2020, and reached almost 
11 million acres in 2021. 
 
The notable increase in SCO covered acres in 2019 was likely associated with the 
temporary exception which allowed ARC-enrolled acreage to use SCO due to late 
passage of the 2018 Farm Bill, as well as the increase in base acres enrolled in PLC as 
producers updated their elections (see daily article from January 31, 2020). The 
continued increase in acreage covered by SCO since 2019 could simply reflect more 
acres being enrolled in PLC, and thus being eligible for SCO, than in prior years, or it 
could be an indication of a longer-term trend in the use of SCO.  Data over the next 
couple of years will help determine which of these explanations is more appropriate. 
In relative terms, SCO use was on less than 2% of potentially eligible acres (total acres 
insured with YP, RP, or RP-HPE) nationally during the 2014 Farm Bill period but has 
trended upward from 3% to 5% of eligible acres during the 2018 Farm Bill period. Initial 
use of ECO in 2021 was on just under 7 million acres, or about 3% of total acreage 
covered by the YP, RP, and RP-HPE plans. 
 

 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2020/01/historical-look-at-sco-articipation.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08092022_fig1.png
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Data for 2022, as of August 8th, is also provided in Figure 1.  While these numbers 
indicate a potential decline in acreage covered by SCO and ECO, it is important to note 
that these numbers are still preliminary and will continue to be updated through the 
2022 insurance year.  Furthermore, the preliminary data suggest slight increases in 
SCO and ECO use in relative terms compared with 2021. 
 
County Level SCO and ECO Use in 2021 
Figures 2 and 3 illustrate the relative use of SCO and ECO, respectively, for the 2021 
insurance year.  The maps are based on data for corn, soybeans, wheat, cotton, 
sorghum, rice, and peanuts which comprise over 96% of total insured acreage under 
the YP, RP, and RP-HPE plans of insurance. 
 

 
 
SCO use is widespread throughout the main Corn Belt, the southern portions of the 
Upper Midwest, into the Dakotas, Montana, and Plains region, and also along the 
Mississippi Delta.  SCO was also used in parts of California, Arizona, Texas, southern 
Georgia, and the eastern portions of the Carolinas. 
While 5% of eligible acreage nationally used SCO in 2021, relative use varies 
considerably by county. Above average use occurred in counties throughout the US, 
with some counties having more than 20% of eligible acres with SCO coverage. 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08092022_fig2.png
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ECO use in 2021 follows a similar pattern, but with more concentration in the Corn Belt, 
Upper Midwest, and Plains.  Above average use tends to be concentrated in Illinois, 
Indiana, western Ohio, and the southern portions of Wisconsin and Michigan. 
 
Discussion 
SCO and ECO provide the opportunity to supplement existing individual coverage. 
Farmers are able to purchase coverage for a portion of their deductible, effectively 
increasing their overall coverage level albeit with area-based coverage rather than 
individual farm-level coverage.  Motivations for using SCO and ECO likely vary by 
region. 
 
The difference between area-based and farm-level coverage is often referred to as 
basis risk – or the potential that area-based losses will not closely match experience on 
the farm – and is typically viewed as a deterrent for area-based insurance 
products.  Measures of basis risk tend to be lower in the main Corn Belt region of the 
Midwest, which might help explain the use of both SCO and ECO throughout this region 
(see article from May 5, 2021 and May 6, 2021). 
 
Areas outside the Midwest tend to experience greater yield variability and thus higher 
insurance premiums for farm-level products, particularly at higher coverage levels.  The 
use of SCO in these areas could be explained by the fact that area-based coverage will 
tend to be cheaper than individual coverage, thus allowing producers to achieve a 
higher overall coverage level at a more affordable premium level (see article from March 
2, 2021 for some Illinois examples). 
 
Summary 
Acreage insured with supplemental area plans has been trending up since 2018, 
reaching nearly 18 million acres in 2021. Use thus far has been on a relatively small 
percentage of total insured eligible acres – just 5% for SCO and 3% for ECO in 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2021/05/supplemental-area-insurance-and-basis-risk-measures-part-1.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2021/05/supplemental-area-insurance-and-basis-risk-measures-part-2.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2021/03/rp-eco-and-sco-tradeoffs.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2021/03/rp-eco-and-sco-tradeoffs.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08092022_fig3.png
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2021.  However, relative use varies considerably across counties with some areas 
seeing much higher use (over 20% of eligible acres covered).  Basis risk and premium 
cost relative to individual coverage may explain some of the geographical variation in 
the use of SCO and ECO. 
 
OHIO’S NEW BEGIINING FARMER TAX CREDIT…program became law in July and is 
presently awaiting implementation from ODA.  The new law is discussed in this OSU 
Extension Ag Law Blog: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-08022022-227pm/coming-
soon-ohio%E2%80%99s-new-beginning-farmer-tax-credits.  
 
Here’s a summary of what to expect from the new law. 
 
Certification of beginning farmers.  The ODA will establish a process for designating 
a farmer who meets the eligibility criteria to be a “certified beginning farmer.”  The law 
sets initial criteria for beginning farmers designation but also allows ODA to create 
additional requirements.  ODA may seek participation from Ohio State and Central State 
in the certification of beginning farmers. The initial certification conditions are: 
 

• Resident of Ohio. 
• Seeking entry to or has entered farming within the last 10 years. 
• Farms or intends to farm on land in Ohio. 
• Is not a partner, member, shareholder, or trustee of the assets the individual is 

seeking to purchase or rent. 
• Has a total net worth of less than $800,000 in 2021, including spouse and 

dependent assets, as adjusted for inflation each year. 
• Provides majority of daily physical labor and management of the farm. 
• Has adequate farming experience or knowledge in the type of farming for which 

seeking assistance. 
• Submits projected earnings statements and demonstrates profit potential. 
• Demonstrates farming will be a significant source of income for the individual. 
• Participates in a financial management program approved by ODA. 

 
Financial management programs for beginning farmers.  ODA must approve 
financial management programs that meet the certification requirement, in consultation 
with Ohio State and Central State.  The list of approved programs will be available on 
ODA’s website. 
 
Income tax credits for certified beginning farmers.  An individual who attains 
certification as a beginning farmer may apply for a state income tax credit equal to the 
cost incurred during the calendar year for participating in an ODA approved financial 
management program or a substantially equivalent financial management program 
approved by the USDA.  The tax credit is nonrefundable.  If the tax credit exceeds the 
beginning farmer’s tax liability in the year granted, the excess can carry forward for not 
more than three succeeding tax years. 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-08022022-227pm/coming-soon-ohio%E2%80%99s-new-beginning-farmer-tax-credits
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-08022022-227pm/coming-soon-ohio%E2%80%99s-new-beginning-farmer-tax-credits
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Income tax credits for owners who sell or rent assets to certified beginning 
farmers.  An owner who sells or rents “agricultural assets” to a certified beginning 
farmer during the calendar year or in either of the two preceding calendar years may 
apply for a state income tax credit.  The credit will be equal to 3.99% of the sale price or 
the gross rental income received during the calendar year for either a cash or share 
rental agreement. “Agricultural assets” includes agricultural land (at least 10 acres and 
in agricultural production or earning $2500 in average yearly gross income from 
agricultural production if under 10 acres), livestock, facilities, buildings, and machinery 
used for agricultural production in Ohio. The owner cannot be an equipment dealer, 
however, nor can the certified beginning farmer receiving the assets be a partner, 
member, shareholder, or trustee of the owner of the assets.  Rented assets must be 
rented at prevailing community rates, as determined by ODA in consultation with the 
Ohio tax commissioner. The tax credit is nonrefundable but may be carried forward for 
seven succeeding tax years if it exceeds the owner’s tax liability. 
 
Time to plan.  As we await ODA’s rules and procedures for the new tax credits, 
beginning and existing farmers can use this time for planning.  Review the new law with 
your attorney and accountant to determine how the income tax credits could affect 
you.  If you are a beginning farmer seeking agricultural assets, spend time trying to 
connect with an existing farmer who is ready to sell or rent agricultural assets.  Although 
the 3.99% credit for those transfers may not sound significant, run the numbers and see 
how they could play out.  The hope of the new law is that those numbers will be enough 
to help a beginning farmer have greater access to those important assets that are 
critical to farming in Ohio. 
 
Information on House Bill 95, the Beginning Farmer bill, is available at this link.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-HB-95
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August 18, 2022 
 

MILD AUGUST WEATHER CONDITIONS…continue, as discussed in this OSU 
Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-
newsletter/2022-27/weather-update-mild-conditions-august-continue.  
 
Precipitation across Ohio to start August has varied widely across the state (Figure 1). 
Wet conditions have prevailed across much of northwest and southeast Ohio (blue and 
purple shading), while dryness remains across portions of northeast and southwest 
Ohio (yellow and orange shading). After above average warmth for July, especially with 
overnight lows, a cooler pattern settled in across the state over the weekend. Low 
temperatures fell into the upper 40s to low 50s across much of Ohio on Saturday 
morning. Columbus tied for its coolest daytime high of 70°F for August 14. Overall, 
temperatures ran 2-4°F below average this past week. For the latest up-to-date 
conditions, seasonal outlooks, and monthly climate summaries, please visit the State 
Climate Office of Ohio.  
 

 
Figure 1). Percent of normal 14-day precipitation ending at 8:00am August 15, 2022. 
Figure courtesy of the Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service 
(https://water.weather.gov/precip/). 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE of FOOD, AGRICULTRUAL, and ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-27/weather-update-mild-conditions-august-continue
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-27/weather-update-mild-conditions-august-continue
https://climate.osu.edu/
https://climate.osu.edu/
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Forecast:  Low pressure across Kentucky may lead to a few isolated showers and 
storms for Tuesday and Wednesday, mainly across the eastern half of Ohio. High 
pressure will take control for Thursday and Friday, before the next cold front slowly 
moves in and lingers throughout the region for Saturday through Monday. This front will 
likely kick up a few showers and storms for the weekend. Temperatures will remain 
seasonally mild this week, with highs in the upper 70s to mid 80s and overnight lows in 
the upper 50s to mid 60s. The Weather Prediction Center is forecasting 0.25-1.0 inch of 
rain over the next 7 days (Figure 2).  
 

 
Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for 8pm Monday 
Aug 15 – 8pm August 22. 
 
The Climate Prediction Center’s 6–10-day outlook for the period of August 21-25, 2022 
and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show 
near to below average temperatures with above average precipitation are expected 
(Figure 3). Climate averages for the period include a high-temperature range of 82-
86°F, a low-temperature range of 61-65°F, and average weekly total precipitation of 
about 0.75 inches.  

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ovw
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 6-10 Day Outlook valid for August 21 – 25, 2022 for 
left) temperatures and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, 
normal, or above normal conditions. 
 
IS CARBON A NEW INCOME SOURCE FOR GRAZERS?...learn more in this OSU 
Extension Beef newsletter: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/17/carbon-a-new-source-of-
income-for-grazers/#more-13185.  
 
Open any farm publication, print or digital, and one is likely to see articles related to 
carbon markets.  There are several active companies in the agricultural sector recruiting 
farmers and landowners to enroll into a carbon credit programs.  This proliferation of 
markets has been due to several factors, but in part it is largely due to the increasing 
amount of attention by world governments and corporations related to the magnitude of 
climate change impacts attributed to atmospheric greenhouse gases. 
 
The purpose of this article is to briefly explain why these markets exist, what 
opportunities grazers and livestock producers may want to give future consideration to 
and provide you with some additional information that may help one make an informed 
decision.  A key point to be made is that these are voluntary carbon programs, and each 
farm and ranch is unique as to how it may use a grazing management system or other 
conservation programs to be eligible for these carbon markets. 
 
Agricultural lands and woodlands owners are being recruited by companies to offset 
carbon emissions associated with the burning of fossil fuels.  Grasslands and trees use 
the exchange of carbon dioxide in the process of photosynthesis to provide us food, 
fiber, and energy.  How farmers and grazers manage these exchanges will potentially 
affect the amount of carbon stored in the soil and the amount of greenhouse gases that 
remain in the atmosphere. 
 
Will carbon offsets solve the climate problem?  There is much debate over this 
question.  An offset allows the buyer of the credit to continue to emit carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere by investing in a project that reduces emissions somewhere else.  The 
most common offset is the planting of trees that absorb CO2 as they grow.  Multitudes 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/17/carbon-a-new-source-of-income-for-grazers/#more-13185
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/17/carbon-a-new-source-of-income-for-grazers/#more-13185
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of environmental groups and scientists argue that offsets without the substantial 
reductions of CO2 emissions will not result in a reduction of greenhouse gases quickly 
enough to prevent irreversible effects of climate change associated with a warmer 
atmosphere. 
 
Who are the buyers of these credits?  Large multi-national companies have pledged 
to become carbon neutral within the next couple of decades.  To do this they invest in 
offset projects to account for direct company emissions, (Scope 1 emissions) 
associated with the manufacturing of their products. 
 
For many companies the indirect, Scope 3 emissions from activities within their value 
chain that do not fall directly within the company’s ownership or control, such as 
transportation and distribution of goods and services are larger than their direct 
emissions.  Investments to promote sustainable practices that reduce a company’s 
carbon footprint within the value chain is called a carbon insert. 
 
Opportunities will potentially present themselves to beef and dairy producers to receive 
monetary payments for grazing practices that sequester carbon in the soil and 
production practices that reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases, primarily carbon 
dioxide (CO2) nitrous oxide,(NO3)and methane (CH4). Scientists estimate that 
grasslands contain 10-30% of the world’s organic carbon with the potential to store 
more with improved grazing practices. There are several grazing management practices 
that lend themselves not only to increasing soil carbon, but improvement of water 
quality, biodiversity of the farm, increased amounts of biomass available for grazing, 
and improved soil health.  Practices include rotational grazing, optimizing stocking rates, 
nitrogen management, and incorporating forage species to reduce the need for 
synthetic fertilizers. 
 
Carbon markets can be confusing and complex.  It is advised that before signing up that 
you should do a thorough investigation of the requirements.  The National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, (NCBA) commissioned a report, “Voluntary Carbon Markets 
Applicable to Grazing Operations: Review and Considerations for Farmers and 
Ranchers” that does a thorough job of explaining voluntary carbon markets and poses 
questions that need to be asked and answered before enrollment. 
 
Companies that are actively engaged in carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas 
reduction projects are numerous. In the agricultural sector there are many.  Companies 
that focus on grazing management specifically are fewer in number.  Most companies 
focused on grazing and livestock systems are currently in pilot programs.  A limited 
number of projects are active and may not be available in all geographical areas.  A few 
such companies are active in the Midwest including Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
 
ECOSYSTEMS SERVICES MARKET- a national ecosystem services market program 
that pays farmers and ranchers for quantified, verified, certified, and outcomes-based 
soil carbon, net greenhouse gases, water quality and water conservation credits 
generated from regenerative agricultural practices.  ESMC is a non-profit, member-
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based organization and a combination of public and private companies and 
organizations. 
 
GRASSROOTS CARBON- Serves an intermediary between carbon credit buyers and 
ranchers that adopt regenerative grazing practices that increases the likelihood of 
increasing soil carbon.  Grassroots provides technical assistance to the farmers and 
ranchers enrolled in their program. 
 
SOIL AND WATER OUTCOMES FUND- The Soil and Water Outcomes Fund provides 
financial incentives directly to farmers who transition to on-farm conservation practices 
that yield positive environmental outcomes like carbon sequestration and water quality 
improvement. SWOF provides new market opportunities and revenue streams for 
farmers by selling these environmental outcomes to public and private beneficiaries to 
meet regulatory and voluntary sustainability goals, such as scope 3 greenhouse gas 
emission insets. SWOF is currently enrolling Ohio farmers. 
 
The limited space available here does not allow for detailed explanation of the 
complexity of these markets as to what qualifies, how sequestered carbon is verified, 
length and terms of contracts, and how payment is made.  It is also advised that before 
entering into a contract that a producer have an attorney review it. 
 
TAR SPOT & FUNGICIDE APPLICATIONS…are discussed in this OSU Extension 
C.O.R.N. newsletter: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-27/more-
tar-spot-mid-late-r-stage-fungicide-application.  
 
Most of the corn across the state of Ohio is now between the late-R1 (silking) and late-
R3 (milk) growth stages, with a few late-planted fields at late vegetative stages. 
Concerns about tar spot, but more likely, a sense of security provided by relatively high 
grain prices have led to several fields being sprayed with a fungicide at or shortly after 
R1 and questions being asked about spraying additional fields that are now at mid 
reproductive stages (between late-R2 [kernel blister] and R3 [milk]) of development. 
Concerns about tar spot are understandable, given how widespread the disease was 
last year (2021) and the level of damage it is capable of causing. However, the basic 
approach for tar spot management in Ohio should be no different from the approach 
commonly recommended for managing other, more common foliar, fungal diseases 
such as gray leaf spot. You have to scout fields, monitor the weather, and if 
needed, apply the fungicide when it is most likely to be effective, without violating 
label restrictions. 
 
So far this season, of the more than 15 samples examined (actual leaves or images) 
and 40+ field scouted at 15-day intervals, only three were positive for tar spot. This is 
considerably lower than what we saw at a similar time and growth stage in 2021. Does 
this mean that your R2-R3 corn is no longer at risk for tar spot? In places where 
the disease is endemic (hot spots where lots of spores may be readily available), a 
susceptible hybrid is planted, and weather conditions are favorable (moderate 
temperatures and wet and humid), tar spot may still develop and spread quickly after 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-27/more-tar-spot-mid-late-r-stage-fungicide-application
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-27/more-tar-spot-mid-late-r-stage-fungicide-application
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R3. However, under conditions less favorable for tar spot development (cool and dry) 
where spores need to blow in from outside, the crop is at lower risk for tar spot, even if 
symptoms begin to develop at R3. So, the short answer is, if you planted a 
susceptible hybrid no-till or minimum-till in a corn field that had tar spot last year, 
and weather conditions become highly favorable over the next few weeks, your 
crop could still be at risk.         
      
In scouting my R2-R3 corn field for tar spot, should I focus my attention on the 
lower or upper leaves? If you planted corn-after-corn in a no-till field that had tar spot 
last year, the lower leaves will likely be the first to become infected and develop 
symptoms. However, in cases were spores have to be blown in from neighboring fields 
or regions, symptoms may develop first on leaves in the middle and upper portions of 
the plant. But it is not always easy to determine where the spores are coming from, and 
as such, where symptoms will develop first. In addition, depending on the weather, it 
may take several days or weeks after infection for symptoms to develop. So, when 
scouting for tar spot, examine the entire plant. Begin at the edge of the field 
where more spores are likely to be deposited and work your way towards the 
center, examining plants at regular intervals as you go. Do this in multiple areas 
of the field.    
     
If I scout and find tar spot, I did not spray at R1, my corn is now at R3, and the 
forecast is for wet, rainy weather over the next several days, would I benefit from 
spraying a fungicide now at R3? Based on data from neighboring states, fungicides 
do show promising results against tar spot, particularly those with multiple active 
ingredients (AI). Applications made between R1 and R2 tend to give the best 
results in terms of tar spot control and yield response, but you may still see a 
benefit from an R3 application, particularly if the disease comes in late, the hybrid 
is highly susceptible, and the wet weather persists for several weeks. Prolonged 
and extended wet conditions during the latter half of the season seem to favor tar spot.  
 
However, keep your eyes on the fungicide preharvest interval. Most of the 2- and 3-AI 
fungicides that are among the most effective against tar spot have preharvest intervals 
greater than 20 days. Always read and follow the labels.  
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Fungicide Efficacy for Control of Corn Diseases 
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Fungicide Efficacy for Control of Corn Diseases Table 
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INFLATION REDUCTION ACT OF 2022…and what it means for agriculture is 
discussed in this University of Illinois Farmdoc article: 
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/reviewing-the-inflation-reduction-act-of-2022-
part-1.html.  
 
Brief Summary 
The Inflation Reduction Act has consumed more than a year of work and negotiations in 
the 117th Congress.  As of this writing, the Senate has passed it as an amendment that 
replaces the House bill passed in November 2021; expectations are that the House will 
agree to the Senate amendment on Friday, August 12, 2022, and send it to President 
Biden to be signed into law.  If so, the IRA 2022 will provide nearly $44 billion in funding 
to agricultural conservation, rural development and forestry programs as follows: 

• $19.5 billion for farm bill conservation programs; 
• $13.3 billion for rural development programs; 
• $6 billion for FSA farm loan borrower assistance; and 
• $5 billion for forestry programs. 

 
Figure 1 illustrates the breakdown of funding by the Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

 
 
 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/reviewing-the-inflation-reduction-act-of-2022-part-1.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/reviewing-the-inflation-reduction-act-of-2022-part-1.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08112022_fig1.png
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Figure 2 illustrates the appropriated amounts in each fiscal year as written in the 
legislative text.  Notably, most of the funding is provided for FY2022 but conservation is 
the exception, as are some of the rural development funds.  The conservation programs 
receive specified appropriations across multiple fiscal years, increasing to the maximum 
amount in FY2026. 
 

 
 
Most of the total funds appropriated in the IRA 2022 are designed to rapidly advance 
efforts to respond to climate change, including by reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
from farming, capturing, sequestering, and storing greenhouse gases in soils, and 
advancing renewable energy in rural communities and on farms.  All of the funds are in 
addition to funding authorized in the farm bill, and all appropriated through the 
complicated and controversial reconciliation process.  To comply with the reconciliation 
instructions, the House and Senate Agricultural Committees wrote a form of multi-year 
appropriation, using “any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.”  The rest 
of this article will provide a detailed discussion of the reconciliation process and the IRA 
2022 funding for conservation programs. 
 
Detailed Discussion, Part 1 
      (a) Reconciliation Background 
The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) of 2022 is not ordinary legislation, nor legislation in the 
ordinary course of business or the regular order of Congress.  It is reconciliation 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08112022_fig2.png
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legislation that operates under specific statutory authorities, and special procedural 
rules.  Federal budget law provides for the inclusion of reconciliation instructions in a 
concurrent budget resolution (2 U.S.C. §641).  Reconciliation consists of instructions 
written by the Congressional Budget Committees and agreed-to by both the House and 
Senate in the budget resolution, but not signed into law by the President.  Congress 
instructs committees to take actions related to the budget, which are compiled into a 
single legislative vehicle that is considered under special rules.  Most notably, budget 
reconciliation legislation is not subject to the Senate rules for debate and filibuster, 
meaning it can be passed by that chamber without the 60-vote cloture 
requirement.  Reconciliation legislative text, however, must abide by specific rules; the 
most notable of which concerns non-budgetary or extraneous matters and is commonly 
known as the Byrd rule, named for the late Senator Robert C. Byrd (D-WV) (2 U.S.C. 
§644). 
 
To comply with the Byrd rule, reconciliation legislation must not include anything that is 
considered extraneous.  A provision is extraneous under the rule if: (1) it does not 
produce a change in outlays or revenues; (2) the changes in outlays or revenues fail to 
meet the instructions to the committee; (3) a provision is not within the jurisdiction of the 
committee; (4) the changes in outlays or revenues are considered “merely incidental to 
the non-budgetary components”; and (5) any changes in outlays or revenues occur 
during any fiscal year after the fiscal years covered by the reconciliation instruction (2 
U.S.C. §644).  The IRA 2022 began as Senate Concurrent Resolution 14 which set 
budget levels for fiscal years (FY) 2023 through 2031; Title II provided reconciliation 
instructions that included the Agriculture Committees.  The specific instructions to the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry (Senate ANF) were to “report 
changes in laws within its jurisdiction that increase the deficit by not more than” $135 
billion “for the period of fiscal years 2022 through 2031” (S. Con. Res. 14). 
 
To comply with reconciliation, any changes in outlays by the House and Senate 
Agriculture Committees had to be within their jurisdiction and not merely incidental to 
the non-budgetary components.  Moreover, all changes in outlays had to fit within the 
reconciliation window of FY2022 through FY2031; no spending provided in the bill could 
be scored by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) to take place in any fiscal year 
after FY2031.  As will be discussed further below, reconciliation rules limited what the 
committees could provide and required various provisions in the bill that kept all 
spending within the reconciliation fiscal year window. 
 
      (b) Conservation Program Funding 
In the IRA 2022, the House and Senate Agricultural Committees appropriate from “any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated” a grand total appropriation of $43.7 
billion for programs in their jurisdiction.  Of the total appropriated amounts, most of the 
funding (45%) is appropriated to the conservation programs in Title II of the Farm Bill as 
authorized in the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-334).  The farm bill 
conservation programs receive appropriations for fiscal year (FY) 2023 through 2026, 
but all funding remains available through FY2031.  IRA 2022 appropriates the most 
funding to EQIP, with $8.45 billion (43%) in total funds.  RCPP created by the 2014 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title2-section641&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title2-section644&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title2-section644&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title2-section644&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title2-section644&num=0&edition=prelim
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/sconres14/BILLS-117sconres14enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ334/PLAW-115publ334.pdf
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Farm Bill is appropriated the next highest total amount, $4.95 billion (25.5%).  CSP is 
appropriated a total of $3.25 billion (17%) and the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) is appropriated $1.4 billion (7%) (IRA, Sec. 21001, at 538-43).  Figure 
3 illustrates the appropriated funding by program and fiscal year (for more information 
on the programs, see: farmdoc daily, July 19, 2018).  Note that Figure 3 illustrates only 
the appropriated amounts in the legislative text, not the CBO score for the outlays of 
those amounts. 
 

 
  
Again, Figure 3 illustrates the appropriated funds as written in the legislative text; CBO 
is expected to estimate outlays of those appropriated funds that are less than the total 
amounts (baseline and IRA 2022) available each fiscal year.  As such, the actual 
spending (outlays) from IRA 2022 would extend beyond FY2026 but under 
reconciliation rules will not extend beyond FY2031.  To comply with reconciliation, the 
bill requires USDA to spend the funds prior to the end of FY2031 (i.e., September 30, 
2031) and to ensure that no contracts would spend funding after that date.  This is one 
of the oddities resulting from reconciliation that appear in the legislative 
text.  Reconciliation instructions operate for FY2022 (ends September 30, 2022) 
through FY2031 only and the bill cannot spend outside of that budgetary window. 
Close observers of farm bills will note the conforming amendments language in the IRA, 
which extends all conservation program authorizations through fiscal year 2031 from the 
current expiration date of fiscal year 2023 (see e.g., IRA, Sec. 21001, at 543-45).  As 

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr5376/BILLS-117hr5376eas.pdf
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2018/07/conferencing-conservation-reviewing-title-ii-of-the-house-and-senate-farm-bills.html
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr5376/BILLS-117hr5376eas.pdf
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08112022_fig3.png
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summarized in Figure 4, the IRA extends authorizations for all conservation programs in 
Title II of the Farm Bill.  This includes the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), which 
was not included in the IRA’s appropriations of additional funding.  The extension text is 
another oddity resulting from the reconciliation process and rules.  It is an example of 
how those rules are applied to programs in the farm bill context. 
 

 
  
Federal budget rules require that the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) produce 
annual baseline projections for budget authority, outlays, revenues, and the surplus or 
deficit based on enacted laws.  Conservation programs, like the farm payment programs 
in Title I of a Farm Bill, are funded with mandatory funds from the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC).  Under the complicated rules for federal budgeting, conservation 
programs are assumed for baseline purposes to continue to operate “in the same 
manner as the program operated immediately before the expiration” in the authorizing 
statute (2 U.S.C. §907).  It is this provision that results in conservation programs having 
baseline funding available for farm bill reauthorization; baseline, beneficial in the farm 
bill context, further complicates reconciliation.  Based on the budget rules, any changes 
in spending that occur in the final year of the program authorization (e.g., FY2023) 
would be added to the baseline.  If added to the baseline it would be assumed to 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title2-section907&num=0&edition=prelim
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08112022_fig4.png
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continue in perpetuity and change spending outside the reconciliation window (FY2031), 
running afoul of the Byrd rule.  To avoid changing the baseline, the IRA 2022 legislative 
text extends conservation program authorizations through FY2031.  Doing so allows for 
the reconciliation funds to be spent within the reconciliation window and for the 
programs to return to the baseline by 2031, the last year of the authorization. 
Figure 5 attempts to illustrate this using the CCC budget authority projections in CBO’s 
May 2022 baseline (green area) and the additional funding for conservation programs 
from IRA 2022 (navy bars).  The IRA appropriates $19.5 billion in additional funding, 
$18.1 of it to the farm bill conservation programs.  The IRA funds do not change the 
existing baseline (CCC funding) as authorized in the 2018 Farm Bill (see e.g., farmdoc 
daily, June 1, 2022).  These are two separate lines of funding (CCC and IRA 2022) to 
the same program authorizations, which would continue through FY2031. 
 

 
 
While these funds are for farm bill conservation programs, they are designated for 
agricultural conservation practices that “directly improve soil carbon, reduce nitrogen 
losses, or reduce, capture, avoid, or sequester carbon dioxide, methane, or nitrous 
oxide emissions, associated with agricultural production” (see e.g., IRA, Sec. 21001, at 
540).  Existing conservation program (CCC) funds remain available for all practices 
previously authorized.  Only the new or additional IRA 2022 funds are limited to climate-
smart agricultural practices. 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/06/reviewing-the-latest-cbo-farm-bill-baseline.html
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr5376/BILLS-117hr5376eas.pdf
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08112022_fig5.png


 
 

  
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele  

on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.  
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY 
tuscarawas.osu.edu 

IRA 2022 also provides a boost in funding for conservation technical assistance of $1 
billion that is available through 2031.  It also provides $300 million for “a program to 
quantify carbon sequestration and carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide 
emissions” by NRCS through collecting “field-based data to assess the carbon 
sequestration and reduction” in greenhouse gas emissions associated with farming and 
conservation practices.  Finally, it provides $100 million for administrative costs (IRA, 
21002, at 545-46).  Figure 6 summarizes the breakdown of funds appropriated for 
conservation in the bill. 
 

 
 
Conclusion 
The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 has been passed by the U.S. Senate and awaits a 
vote in the House.  If, as expected, the House agrees the bill will go to President Biden 
to be signed into law.  Part 1 of this review has covered the basics of the reconciliation 
process and the instructions that put in motion the effort in Congress to negotiate, write 
and pass the Inflation Reduction Act.  Part 1 has also reviewed the $19.5 billion in 
additional funding appropriated to conservation programs in the farm bill.    
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr5376/BILLS-117hr5376eas.pdf
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08112022_fig6.png
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“ADOPT A COW” PROGRAM BRINGS AGRICULTURE TO THE 
CLASSROOM…thanks to the efforts of Mackenzie Deetz, Four Pines Farm, and her 
family.  If you know a teacher who would be interested in this outstanding program, 
please pass along this information. 
 
Discover Dairy is an educational series managed by the Center for Dairy Excellence 
Foundation of Pennsylvania in partnership with American Dairy Association Northeast, 
American Dairy Association Indiana, Midwest Dairy, The Dairy Alliance, Dairy Farmers 
of Wisconsin, Dairy Council of Arizona and Nevada, Dairy West, New England Dairy, 
Dairy Farmers of Washington, American Dairy Association Mideast, Dairy Council of 
Florida, United Dairy Industry of Michigan, and Maine Dairy and Nutrition Council. 
Mackenzie Deetz is a local dairy farmer in Tuscarawas Co, Ohio that will be a “host 
farmer” again for 2022-23 school year. She is a 6th generation dairy farmer working with 
her 2 younger brothers alongside their father. “I have worked within the school system 
and have a passion for children, so I found it easy to volunteer for this program to bring 
awareness to dairy and agriculture and teach kids all about cows!” says, Mackenzie. 
She is working on being more active on social media this year so along with registering 
for the Adopt a Cow program you can also follow farm updates on Facebook on Four 
Pines Farm LTD (@FPFDEETZ).  
 
Each classroom that enrolls in the Adopt a Cow program is paired with a calf from a 
dairy farm. Teachers and students receive photos, video updates, and activity sheets 
throughout the school year that allow them to watch their calf grow. Through immersive, 
hands-on learning activities and free curriculum provided by Discover Dairy, students 
gain a deeper understanding of the dairy industry and where their food comes from. 
Several of the lessons in the curriculum follow Common CORE standards in Math, 
Reading, and Science. 
 
The Adopt a Cow program also offers live virtual chats and farm tours. These chats 
allow students to talk directly with a dairy farmer, meet their calves, tour the farm, and 
ask questions about milk production.  
 
Teachers who enroll in the Adopt a Cow program will receive an introductory update in 
the fall with details about their calf. Classrooms will receive bi-monthly updates, 
including suggestions on components of the Discover Dairy curriculum that teachers 
can incorporate into their virtual or in-person lesson plans. 
  
The sign-up closes on September 15, 2022. To enroll in the Adopt a Cow program, visit 
www.discoverdairy.com/adopt or contact the Dairy Excellence Foundation at 717-3460-
0849 for more information.  
 
 

http://www.discoverdairy.com/adopt
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August 25, 2022 
 

SOYBEAN DISEASES…are appearing in some fields across Ohio.  See this OSU 
Extension C.O.R.N. article (https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-
28/soybean-diseases-are-showing-ohio) for additional information before scouting your 
fields. 
 
In early August we recommended to start scouting fields for soybean diseases. At 
that time (two weeks ago), disease incidence across Ohio was very low to moderate. 
Conducive environmental conditions, however, are turning things around and more 
fields are developing disease symptoms. 
 
Sudden Death Syndrome (SDS) 
We are finding fields in Ohio severely affected by sudden death syndrome (SDS) [Fig.1 
and Fig. 2]. SDS is caused by the fungal pathogen Fusarium virguliforme. This species 
is the most prevalent in the region, however, other Fusarium species can cause SDS. 
SDS above-ground symptoms can be confused with those produced by a different 
fungus (Cadophora gregata) that causes brown stem rot (BSR). To distinguish SDS 
from BSR, symptomatic plants should be dug out and stem cut open longitudinally. 
SDS-infected plants have white, healthy-looking pith, while BSR-infected plants present 
brown discoloration of the pith. Moreover, fields with severe SDS symptoms can also 
have high levels of soybean cyst nematode (SCN). Visit here for more information on 
SDS. 

 
Sudden Death Syndrome Soybeans 

COLLEGE of FOOD, AGRICULTRUAL, and ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-28/soybean-diseases-are-showing-ohio
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-28/soybean-diseases-are-showing-ohio
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-26/scouting-late-season-soybean-diseases
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/brown-stem-rot-of-soybean
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/sudden-death-syndrome-of-soybean
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Figure 1. Soybean field in south Ohio severely affected by sudden death syndrome 
(SDS) with premature defoliation in the R5/R6 growth stage (A); symptoms begin with 
interveinal yellowing (chlorosis) of leaf (B); eventually leaf tissue dies and becomes 
brown but veins remain green (C). The fungus infects the root and produces toxins that 
are responsible for the above-ground symptoms.  
 

 
Sudden Death Syndrome Soybean Roots 
Figure 2. Soybean roots affected by the sudden death syndrome (SDS) fungus. Note 
the light blue mass (A) of fungal spores (B) on soybean roots with SDS. 
If you have SDS, we encourage you to submit a sample to the Soybean Pathology 
and Nematology Laboratory in the Department of Plant Pathology at The Ohio 
State University in Columbus (see address below). We will confirm if it is SDS or 
BSR; additionally, if it is SDS, we want to determine what Fusarium species is the 
causal agent. To submit samples, dig out three to five symptomatic plants 
(including roots), placed them in a plastic bag, and submit them to our lab. Do not 
hesitate to contact your extension educator or us if you have any questions. 
Bacterial Blight, White Mold, and Phytophthora Root and Stem Rot 
Recent rainstorms with high winds and lower temperatures favored the development of 
bacterial blight (caused by Pseudomonas savastanoi pv. glycinea) in different parts of 
Ohio (Fig. 3). Angular brown lesions surrounded by chlorotic halo appear first in the 
upper canopy. Visit here for more information about bacterial blight of soybean. 

https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/bacterial-blight-of-soybean
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Upper-mid soybean canopy affected by bacterial blight 
Figure 3. Upper to mid soybean canopy affected by bacterial blight in northcentral Ohio. 
We are also finding more fields in Ohio with white mold, a fungal disease caused 
by Sclerotinia sclerotiorum. To scout for this disease, we recommend walking soybean 
fields and looking in-between rows. A white fluffy mass of fungal mycelia will be 
observed in infected plants (Fig. 4). Black round sclerotia will be present amidst the 
white mycelia. Visit here for more information about scouting for white mold of soybean. 

 
White mold in soybeans 

https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/white-mold-of-soybean
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/scouting-for-white-mold-in-soybean
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Figure 4. White mold of soybean in northeast (A, photo credit: Lee Beers) and south (B, 
photo credit: James Morris) Ohio. White, fluffy fungal mycelia (red circle) and sclerotia 
(yellow circle) on stem of infected soybean plants. Eventually, infected plants will wilt 
and die. Note how many soybean pods are lost when plants are affected by white mold 
compared to healthy plants (B).  
 
We continue to receive samples with plants affected by Phytophthora root and stem rot. 
Commonly, these samples come from fields with poor drainage. Phytophthora root and 
stem rot can sometimes be confused with stem canker and white mold. You are 
welcome to submit samples to the Soybean Pathology and Nematology Lab for 
diagnosis. Visit here for more information about scouting for Phytophthora root and 
stem rot in soybean. 
 
Frogeye Leaf Spot 
We are finding frogeye leaf spot in our fungicide trials in north and south Ohio (Fig. 5). 
Frogeye leaf spot is caused by a fungal pathogen (Cercospora sojina) which can reduce 
yield if plants are severely affected between R3 to R5 soybean growth stage. We 
encourage growers to submit samples with frogeye leaf spot lesions to our 
lab. The fungus can develop resistance to fungicide, and we want to determine if 
these populations are present in Ohio. Best way to submit frogeye leaf spot samples 
to our lab is by placing symptomatic leaves in a plastic Ziploc bag and mail it to our lab 
as soon as possible. Keep samples in cool conditions and avoid exposure to sunlight 
and heat. Visit here for more information on frogeye leaf spot. 

 
Frogeye leaf spot symptoms 
Figure 5. Frogeye leaf spot symptoms (A) in soybean plants at R3/R4 and R5 growth 
stage in north and south Ohio, respectively. Lesions (A) present conidiophores which 
produce conidia and look like whiskers (B). Spores (i.e., conidia) are club-shaped (C). 
 

https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/stem-canker-of-soybean
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/white-mold-of-soybean
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/scouting-for-phytophthora-root-and-stem-rot-in-soybean
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/frogeye-leaf-spot-of-soybean
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We can help diagnose soybean diseases with you! 
You are welcome to submit your samples to the address below. Contact us if you have 
any questions. Send your samples to: 
Soybean Pathology and Nematology Lab 
Attn: Horacio Lopez-Nicora, Ph.D. 
110 Kottman Hall 
2021 Coffey Rd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
 
WESTERN BEAN CUTWORM…monitoring results are provided below.  As numbers 
have dropped significantly, we have begun monitoring Fall Armyworm across Ohio. 
 
August 15-21, 2022 

 
Average western bean cutworm (WBC) moths captured from August 15th through 
August 21st. The large number indicates the average moth count for the week and the 
small number in parentheses is the total traps set up in the county. 
 
PUBLIC OPINION OF FOOD & AGRICULTURAL ISSUES…has been surveyed by the 
University of Illinois Farmdoc Program.  The latest results are shared below, and the 
article is available here: https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/gardner-food-and-
agricultural-policy-survey-2nd-quarter-initial-results.html.  
 
This year, the Gardner Agriculture Policy Program launched the Gardner Food and 
Agricultural Policy Survey, a reoccurring survey of approximately 1,000 US consumers 
meant to monitor public opinion on food and agricultural issues (farmdoc daily, June 2, 
2022). 
 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/gardner-food-and-agricultural-policy-survey-2nd-quarter-initial-results.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/08/gardner-food-and-agricultural-policy-survey-2nd-quarter-initial-results.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/06/introducing-the-gardner-food-and-agricultural-policy-survey.html
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/06/introducing-the-gardner-food-and-agricultural-policy-survey.html
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The survey is fielded on a quarterly basis, and new respondents are recruited each 
quarter to match the US population in terms of gender, age, income, and geographic 
region. The survey includes several base questions, to allow us to track changes in 
public perception of agricultural issues, and several ad hoc questions meant to address 
timely issues relevant to agriculture and food policy. Quarter 1 was conducted in May 
2022 and Quarter 2 was conducted in August 2022. In this post, we follow up on how 
US consumers’ beliefs about the food system and trust in food system actors have 
changed from May 2022 to August 2022. 
 
Beliefs About the Food System 
We asked participants to what extent they agree or disagree that the food system 
produces food sustainably, that is safe to eat, that tastes good, that is healthy, that is 
affordable, that is accessible, and in a manner that provides healthy returns for supply 
chain actors (e.g., farmers, manufacturers, grocery stores). Figure 1 shows the results 
for each food belief for Quarter 1 (May 2022) and Quarter 2 (August 2022). 
 

 
 
In Quarter 2, we find that beliefs about the food system remained consistently high. We 
find that the majority of those surveyed either somewhat agreed or strongly agreed that 
the food system produces food that is sustainable (59.7%), safe (77.7%), tasty (83.2%), 
healthy (68.2%), affordable (58.9%), and accessible (77.9%) and that the food system 
produces food that provides healthy returns for supply chain actors (65.8%). 
  
 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08182022_fig1.png
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Affordability received the lowest level of agreement, in line with continuing inflation 
concerns. However, we see little change in the proportion of Americans who believe 
their food is affordable between May 2022 (59.1%) and August 2022 (58.9%).  In this 
quarter’s panel, we explored inflation issues further and will publish the results in future 
articles. 
 
Trust in the Food System 
We also asked participants to what extent they trusted food system actors, including the 
government, restaurants, grocery stores, food manufacturers, and farmers. Trust was 
measured on a scale from 1 (meaning they do not trust this group) to 7 (meaning they 
trust this group very much). Figure 2 shows the results for each food system actor for 
Quarter 1 (May 2022) and Quarter 2 (August 2022). 
 
In Quarter 2, we find that trust in food system actors remained very consistent. In 
August 2022, farmers remained the highest trusted group (5.6) followed by grocery 
stores (5.1), restaurants (4.8), food manufacturers (4.5), and government (3.7). 
 

 
 
Concluding Thoughts 
Results from the 2nd quarter panel of the Gardner Food and Agricultural Policy Survey 
show that confidence in the ability of the US food system remained consistent between 
May 2022 and August 2022. We find that a strong majority of Americans continue to 
believe the food system produces food that is sustainable, safe, tasty, healthy, 
affordable, accessible, and provides healthy returns to supply chain participants. Among 
these, issues of affordability remain the lowest and will be explored further. Trust in food 

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/fdd08182022_fig2.png
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actors also remained very consistent, with farmers continuing to be the most trusted 
group.  Future articles on this 2nd quarter panel will look closer at inflation issues, as well 
as conservation and climate change. 
 
CROP PROGRESS & CROP CONDITION…for the week ending August 21 is provided 
below by the Ohio office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
 

 
 
PREHARVEST HERBICIDE TREATMENT…for weed desiccation is discussed in this 
OSU Extension C.O.R.N. newsletter: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-
newsletter/2022-28/preharvest-herbicide-treatments-weed-desiccation 
 
There are plenty of fields with late season weed problems this year.  Weeds that come 
through the crop canopy late may be small or spindly or sparse enough to be handled 
easily by a combine.  Other fields can benefit from a preharvest herbicide treatment to 
kill/dissociate weeds, which makes harvesting easier and can reduce weed seed 
production and foreign matter in harvested grain.  Information on preharvest herbicide 
treatments for field corn and soybeans can be found in the “Weed Control Guide for 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois”, at the end of those crop sections (pages 75 and 146 of the 
2022 edition).  Products listed for corn include Aim, glyphosate, 2,4-D, and paraquat, 
and for soybeans include Aim, dicamba, paraquat, glyphosate, and Sharpen.  Keep in 
mind that Aim and Sharpen have relatively narrow spectrums of activity, and will be less 
effective than the others across a broad range of weed species (i.e. make sure the 
target weed is something that they actually control). 
 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-28/preharvest-herbicide-treatments-weed-desiccation
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-28/preharvest-herbicide-treatments-weed-desiccation
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Preharvest herbicide treatments are primarily intended to suppress/kill and desiccate 
weeds that can make harvest more difficult.  Products with contact activity will cause 
faster desiccation and leaf drop of weeds but may be less effective at killing weeds 
compared with systemic products.  Effective desiccation with contact herbicides may 
still require a wait of a week or more following application, and this can vary by weed.  
The maximum paraquat rate is well below the rate required to actually kill large weeds, 
but it is still probably most effective for desiccation of morning glory (allow vines to rot 
for a few weeks after herbicide application).  Glyphosate is not likely to be effective on 
marestail and water hemp, and many giant ragweed populations, whereas dicamba or 
2,4-D may with enough time between application and harvest.  The first frost will usually 
provide results similar to herbicides, so in a situation where crop maturity is delayed or 
the infested field can be harvested later in fall, consider whether a herbicide treatment is 
actually needed.  Preharvest treatments can also be effective for control of warm 
season perennials, and the systemic herbicides will be most effective where this is the 
goal.  Keep in mind also that for weeds with fruits that can contaminate harvest, such as 
black nightshade, the preharvest treatment can desiccate the foliage but will not affect 
the fruits, except that desiccation of weeds may result in fruits closer to the soil. 
Preharvest treatments are not intended to be used to speed up crop maturity, and 
largely do not accomplish this.  The restrictions on preharvest treatments that specify 
how mature the crop must be at time of application are designed to minimize any effect 
of herbicides on crop maturation.  Applying earlier than specified could interfere with 
that process.  The residue tolerances for this use are also based on a certain 
application timing, and failure to follow label guidelines could result in illegal herbicide 
residues in grain.  For crops being grown for seed, and for sweet corn and popcorn, be 
sure to check with the seed company/processor for approval prior to using any 
preharvest treatments. In general, though, labels prohibit feeding of treated hay or straw 
or application to crops grown for seed.  Consult the weed control guide and labels for 
more info.  The basics are as follows: 
 
Dicamba - soybeans:  Apply 8 - 32 oz/A (4 lb./gal products) as a broadcast or spot 
treatment after soybean pods have reached mature brown color and at least 75% leaf 
drop has occurred; soybeans may be harvested 14 days or more after a pre-harvest 
application. 
 
Sharpen – soybeans:  Apply 1-2 oz/A at least 3 days prior to harvest, or 10 days for 
most effective desiccation. Soybeans should have at least 65% brown pods and 70% 
leaf drop with seed moisture of 30% or less. 
 
2,4-D - corn:  Labels vary with regard to types of corn that can be treated (some indicate 
no sweet corn) and based on whether crop is being grown for seed.  Apply after the 
hard dough (or dent) stage when silks have turned brown.  Weed seed production can 
be suppressed if applied prior to the flowering stage.  Allow 14 days between 
application and grain harvest.  Do not forage or feed corn fodder for 7 days after 
application. 
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Aim/Longbow – corn and soybeans:  Apply 1-1.5 oz/A at least 3 (soybeans) or 7 (corn) 
days before harvest. 
 
Paraquat (Gramoxone etc.) – corn and soybeans:  For corn, apply up to 1.3 pts/A 7 
days before harvest, after black layer has formed at base of kernels.  For soybeans, 
apply up to 10.7 oz/A 15 days before harvest, when at least 65% of seed pods are 
brown or when seed moisture is 30% or less. 
 
Glyphosate – corn and soybeans:  Rates vary with product formulation – see labels. 
Apply to corn 7 days before harvest when grain moisture is 35% or less, and black layer 
has formed with maximum kernel fill complete.  Apply to soybeans 7 to 14 days before 
harvest (varies with product) after pods have lost all green color. 
 
ASIAN LONGHORNED TICK…found in another Ohio county.  Chris Penrose, ANR 
Educator in Morgan County, provides information in this OSU Extension Beef newsletter 
article: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/24/asian-longhorned-tick-found-in-morgan-
county/#more-13190.  
 
The Asian Longhorned tick (ALT) was found last year in a couple of Ohio counties and 
the populations of ALT became so high on some cows that they died. That scares me. 
The good news is there is a team of professionals from OSU, Ohio Department of 
Agriculture, Ohio Department of Health and United States Department of Agriculture 
that is on top of this and have been very responsive. 
 
What do we know? They are asexual, meaning they do not need a mate to reproduce. 
Each tick can lay up to 2000 eggs. They move slowly so the spread is very slow unless 
they “hitch a ride” on humans, animals or equipment. In fact, farms next to an infested 
field or another field on the same farm over the past year have not seen much spread. 
This is a new invasive and treatment options are still evolving but here are a few things 
to be aware of. First, it appears that most insecticides are effective. However, most do 
not have a residual and animals can get reinfested in as few as ten days if they stay in 
the same infested field. Spraying the field is also an option if there is a bad infestation. 
Keeping the field clipped will make a less favorable environment for the ticks. These 
ticks should go dormant in the fall until spring. These ticks can get on most types of 
livestock, wildlife and pets, so keep a close eye on your animals. Keep your pets on a 
preventative insect medicine. 
 
For humans, the best way to protect people from this tick is to wear clothing treated with 
a 0.5% permethrin, a common brand is Sawyer and the application can last several 
washings. When out in suspected tick infested areas, always tuck pants into boots, and 
tuck shirt into pants to reduce the amount of exposed skin. Do a thorough tick check 
daily and shower as soon as possible after returning from an infested area. 
 
As more is learned, we should get better options on how to deal with this tick, especially 
on livestock. For example, does Ivermectin have longer residual than other products? 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/24/asian-longhorned-tick-found-in-morgan-county/#more-13190
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/24/asian-longhorned-tick-found-in-morgan-county/#more-13190
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Will fly tags help? Maybe back rubbers by mineral tubs will help. I do know that we need 
to keep a sharp eye out for this tick. 
 
If you see multiple ticks on an animal, this should be a cause for concern and you 
should call your veterinarian or give your local Ag Extension person a call. We have a 
factsheet that does a great job explaining these ticks, just search Asian Longhorned tick 
Ohio State University Extension and it will be right there. Hopefully this does not 
become too big of an issue, but we need to be prepared, just in case. 
 
DECIDING BETWEEN A WILL & A TRUST…when developing a succession plan 
requires a number of considerations, as outlined in this OSU Extension Ag Law Blog: 
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-08162022-757am/will-or-trust.  
 
A common question when starting the estate planning process is: do I need a will or 
trust?  There are a number of factors that must be considered before this question can 
be answered.  A trust is a common estate planning tool but not everyone needs 
one.  Often, the best plan includes only a will. 
 
The following are some of the factors to consider when deciding between a will or trust: 
 
Complexity of Plan 
The more complicated the plan, the more likely a trust is needed.  Complexity might 
include addressing on-farm and off-farm heirs issues, buy out of assets at discounts 
with installment payments, long-term leases, options, right of first refusals and so 
on.  Wills are much more suitable for plans where all the assets go equally to the 
beneficiaries without much complexity. 
 
The average person can usually implement an effective estate plan without a 
trust.  However, most farmers are not average people.  Farmers tend to have more 
assets, more complex assets, on-farm and off-farm heir issues and business 
succession issues.  Farmers tend to need trusts much more than non-farmers. 
 
Avoiding Probate 
Any asset that is controlled by the will goes through probate.  Probate can cause estate 
administration to be slower, more burdensome and more costly.  Assets that are 
controlled by a trust are not subject to probate.  Avoiding probate is generally a good 
strategy for estate planning. 
 
Most probate can be avoided even without a trust.  All titled assets can include payable 
on death or transfer on death designations.  For example, bank accounts can include 
payable on death beneficiaries which allow the funds to go to the beneficiaries upon the 
death of the owner without going through probate.  Assets without titles can only avoid 
probate by using a trust.  These untitled assets include grain, crops, livestock and 
machinery.  For farmers owning large amounts of these untitled assets, a trust may be 
needed to avoid probate. 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-08162022-757am/will-or-trust
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Concerns About Heirs 
Sometimes, there may be concerns about how an heir might manage their 
inheritance.  Maybe they have poor spending habits, have a drug/alcohol problem or are 
heavily in debt to creditors.  Trusts can hold assets for beneficiaries and allow the 
assets to be managed by a trustee, all outside of probate.  Wills can also hold assets in 
a trust but will involve the probate court, making managing the trust more 
cumbersome.  For people who may have concerns about how their heirs might manage 
their inheritance, a trust is likely a better option than a will. 
 
Second Marriages 
A trust is often a good strategy for married couples who have children from previous 
marriages.  A trust allows the deceased spouse to provide for the surviving spouse 
while ensuring that those assets ultimately end up with the deceased spouse’s 
children.  Wills tend to leave everything to the surviving spouse then to children.  A will 
plan could cause both spouse’s assets to only go to the surviving spouse’s 
children.  Trusts are often the better option for second marriages. 
 
Transition of Farming Operation 
As stated above, crops, livestock and machinery can only avoid probate by using a 
trust.  Sometimes, these assets get stuck in probate for some time and cause problems 
for continuing the farming operation. Farmers with large amounts of grain, crops, 
livestock and machinery should consider a trust for their estate plan. 
 
Legal Fees. 
Wills generally have the advantage on legal fees.  Trusts, being more complicated 
documents, typically cost more to set up than wills.  The cost difference can be several 
thousands of dollars.  If minimizing legal fees for the estate plan is a priority, a will may 
be the better option.  It is important to note that spending more money on a trust may 
save the beneficiaries even more by making the estate administration easier and more 
efficient.  Spending a few thousand dollars more on a trust may save many thousands 
of dollars on estate administration. 
  
The above factors are just a few of the many factors to consider when deciding between 
a will or trust.  For many people a will is completely adequate for an estate plan but for 
many farmers a trust is the better option.  An estate planning attorney will be able to 
assist with determining which strategy is better.  For a more thorough discussion on 
wills, trusts and other aspects of estate planning, see the Planning for the Future of 
Your Farm bulletin series at go.osu.edu/farmplanning.   
 
SPOTTED LANTERNFLY…is an insect native to China, India, and Vietnam, and 
attacks fruit plants, such as grapes and apples, ornamental, and woody trees, and hop 
plants. A primary host is tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima). Spotted lanternfly (SLF) 
was first detected in eastern Pennsylvania in September 2014 and was likely brought to 
the United States by imported woody plants, wood products, and other commodities. 
They have now established populations in several eastern states, including Delaware, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio. 
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The pictures below are of an adult Spotted Lanternfly. 
 

 
 
Examples of egg masses are shown here: 
 

 
Additional information about the Spotted Lanternfly is available in this Buckeye Yard & 
Garden Line (BYGL) article: https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1959 If you find 
evidence of eggs or any stage of the Spotted Lanternfly, please contact the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture. 
 
FARM MANAGEMENT RESOURCES…available from OSU Extension are provided 
below: 
 

• Ag Law: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog  

• Farm Custom Rates: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/custom-rates-
and-machinery-costs  

• Enterprise Budgets: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/enterprise-
budgets  

 
Reach out if you need additional farm management resources. 

https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1959
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/enterprise-budgets
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/enterprise-budgets
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eBARNS…on-farm research results are now available, as described in this OSU 
Extension Beef newsletter: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/24/ebarns-putting-data-in-
producers-hands/.  
 
In 1914, the Smith-Lever Act called for establishment of Extension program within land 
grant universities. The Act spells out that Extension is to disseminate “useful and 
practical information on subjects related to agriculture” and to disseminate reach being 
conducted at the experiment stations (OARDC here in Ohio). 
 
Over the year’s this “translation” of research has been done variety of ways including 
field days, seminars, one-on-one instruction, and via printed or digital newsletters. 
Traditionally, faculty who had Extension responsibilities on campus led research efforts, 
wrote academic journal articles, and then it was up to someone to share and interpret 
data that was meaningful to clientele in the counties across the state. eBarns, much like 
Ohio State Extension’s eFields publication does just that, putting the data of applied 
research into the hands of producers who can then interpret the research to make 
production decisions. 
 
eBarns is new in 2022, focusing on applied livestock, forage, and manure management 
research across Ohio. The report can be found online at go.osu.edu/ebarns2022. 
Within the report readers will find forages, dairy, beef, small ruminants, manure 
nutrients, and swine research projects highlighted and summarized in a user-friendly 
format. 
 
If you have an interest in conducting an on-farm project, please contact me. 
 

 
 
 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/24/ebarns-putting-data-in-producers-hands/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/08/24/ebarns-putting-data-in-producers-hands/
https://issuu.com/efields/docs/ebarns_2022_final
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THANK YOU…to Kyle Henry, Grace Meadows Farm, and everyone who attended the 
recent pasture twilight.  Participants learned about Kyle’s grazing program and 
approach to management. 
 

 
  
 
 
 


	ANR Newsletter August 4 2022
	ANR Newsletter August 11 2022
	ANR Newsletter August 18 2022
	ANR Newsletter August 25 2022

